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Literary critics have traditionally suggested that the invention of photography led to the rise of the realist
novel, which is believed to imitate the detail and accuracy of the photographic image. Instead, says Stuart
Burrows, photography's influence on American fiction had less to do with any formal similarity between the
two media than with the capacity of photography to render American identity and history homogeneous and
reproducible. The camera, according to Burrows, provoked a representational crisis, one broadly modernist
in character. Since the photograph is not only a copy of its subject but a physical product of it, the camera
can be seen as actually challenging mimetic or realistic theories of representation, which depend on a
recognizable gap between original and reproduction.

Burrows argues for the centrality of photography to a set of writers commonly thought of as hostile to the
camera--including Nathaniel Hawthorne, Henry James, William Faulkner, and Zora Neale Hurston. The
photographic metaphors and allusions to the medium that appear throughout these writers' work demonstrate
the ways in which one representational form actually influences another--by changing how artists conceive
of identity, history, and art itself.

A Familiar Strangeness thus challenges the notion of an absolute break between nineteenth-century realism
and twentieth-century modernism, a break that typically centers precisely on the two movements' supposedly
differing relation to the camera. Just as modernist fiction interrupts and questions the link between visuality
and knowledge, so American realist fiction can be understood as making the world less knowable precisely
by making it more visible.
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From reader reviews:

Dorathy Byers:

Book will be written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A book A Familiar Strangeness: American
Fiction and the Language of Photography, 1839-1945 will make you to be smarter. You can feel a lot more
confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think this open or reading a new book
make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you trying to find
best book or appropriate book with you?

Yvonne Casey:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be change about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era that is always change and progress. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to a person is you don't know what type you should start with. This A Familiar
Strangeness: American Fiction and the Language of Photography, 1839-1945 is our recommendation to
cause you to keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Megan Urick:

Is it an individual who having spare time after that spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This A Familiar Strangeness: American
Fiction and the Language of Photography, 1839-1945 can be the answer, oh how comes? It's a book you
know. You are consequently out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand-new era is common not
a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Kim Adams:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the very best
book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is named of book A Familiar
Strangeness: American Fiction and the Language of Photography, 1839-1945. Contain your knowledge by it.
Without leaving behind the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It
is most essential that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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