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This revised and expanded edition of A World History of Ancient Political Thought examines the political
thought of ancient Egypt, Mesopotamia, Israel, Iran, India, China, Greece, Rome and early Christianity, from
prehistory to c.300 CE. The book explores the earliest texts of literate societies, beginning with the first
written records of political thought in Egypt and Mesopotamia and ending with the collapse of the Han
dynasty and the Western Roman Empire.

In most cultures, sacred monarchy was the norm, but this ranged from absolute to conditional authority. 'The
people' were recipients of royal (and divine) beneficence. Justice, the rule of law and meritocracy were
generally regarded as fundamental. In Greece and Rome, democracy and liberty were born, while in Israel
the polity was based on covenant and the law. Confucius taught humaneness, Mozi and Christianity taught
universal love; Kautilya and the Chinese 'Legalists' believed in realpolitik
and an authoritarian state. The conflict between might and right was resolved in many different ways.

Chinese, Greek and Indian thinkers reflected on the origin and purposes of the state. Status and class were
embedded in Indian and Chinese thought, the nation in Israelite thought. The Stoics and Cicero, on the other
hand, saw humanity as a single unit. Political philosophy, using logic, evidence and dialectic, was invented
in China and Greece, statecraft in China and India, political science in Greece. Plato and Aristotle, followed
by Polybius and Cicero, started 'western' political philosophy.

This book covers political philosophy, religious ideology, constitutional theory, social ethics, official and
popular political culture.
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From reader reviews:

Jess Bolan:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content.
As we know that book is very important for people. The book A World History of Ancient Political Thought:
Its Significance and Consequences seemed to be making you to know about other understanding and of
course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The e-book A World History of
Ancient Political Thought: Its Significance and Consequences is not only giving you considerably more new
information but also for being your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to
read your publication. Try to make relationship with all the book A World History of Ancient Political
Thought: Its Significance and Consequences. You never experience lose out for everything in case you read
some books.

Elizabeth Frizzell:

Do you among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This A World History of Ancient Political Thought: Its Significance and
Consequences book is readable by you who hate the straight word style. You will find the facts here are
arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to
offer to you. The writer connected with A World History of Ancient Political Thought: Its Significance and
Consequences content conveys thinking easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are
not different in the information but it just different available as it. So , do you continue to thinking A World
History of Ancient Political Thought: Its Significance and Consequences is not loveable to be your top
collection reading book?

Dana Vinson:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try to and must have the spare time or they will get lots of
stress from both day to day life and work. So , once we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely
of course. People is human not only a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are you experiencing
when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you try this
one, reading publications. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the particular book
you have read is definitely A World History of Ancient Political Thought: Its Significance and
Consequences.

Gloria Lockwood:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we would like. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This book A World History of Ancient Political Thought: Its Significance and
Consequences was filled in relation to science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your



science competence. Some people has several feel when they reading a book. If you know how big benefit
from a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like today, many ways to get
book that you just wanted.
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