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A guided tour through the burgeoning business of exorcism and the darker side of American life.
There is no other religious ritual more fascinating, or more disturbing, than exorcism. This is particularly true
in America today, where the ancient rite has a surprisingly strong hold on our imagination, and on our
popular entertainment industry. We’ve all heard of exorcism, seen the movies and read the books, but few of
us have ever experienced it firsthand.
Conducted by exorcists officially appointed by Catholic archdioceses and by maverick priests sidestepping
Church sanctions, by evangelical ministers and Episcopal charismatics, exorcism is alive and well in the new
millennium. Oprah, Diane Sawyer, and Barbara Walters have featured exorcists on their shows. The New
York Times, Los Angeles Times, Time, and other publications have charted the proliferation of exorcisms
across the United States. Last year, the Archdiocese of Chicago appointed its first full-time exorcist in its
160-year history; in New York, four priests have officially investigated about forty cases of suspected
possession every year since 1995.

American Exorcism is an inside look at this burgeoning phenomenon, written with objectivity, insight, and
just the right touch of irony. Michael W. Cuneo attended more than fifty exorcisms and interviewed many of
the participants–both the exorcists who performed the rituals and the people from all walks of life who
believed they were possessed by the devil. He brings vividly to life the ceremonies themselves, conjuring up
memories of Linda Blair’s astonishing performance in the 1973 movie The Exorcist and other bizarre (and
sometimes stomach-churning) images. Cuneo dissects, as well, the arguments of such well-known exorcism
advocates as Malachi Martin, author of the controversial Hostage to the Devil, self-help guru M. Scott Peck,
and self-professed demonologists Ed and Lorraine Warren of Amityville Horror fame.

As he explores this netherworld of American life, Cuneo reflects on the meaning of exorcism in the twenty-
first century and on the relationship between religious ritual and popular culture. Touching on such
provocative topics as the “satanic panics” of the 1980s, repressed memory, and ritual abuse, American
Exorcism is a remarkably revealing, consistently entertaining work of cultural commentary.
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From reader reviews:

Hallie Cathey:

The book untitled American Exorcism: Expelling Demons in the Land of Plenty contain a lot of information
on the item. The writer explains the girl idea with easy means. The language is very clear to see all the
people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was authored by famous author.
The author will take you in the new period of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can
please read on your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. In a
situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can available their official web-site as well as order it. Have a
nice examine.

Linda Shell:

Beside this American Exorcism: Expelling Demons in the Land of Plenty in your phone, it could give you a
way to get closer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you are going to got
here is fresh through the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow village.
It is good thing to have American Exorcism: Expelling Demons in the Land of Plenty because this book
offers to you personally readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you seldom get what it's all
about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be
questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the item? Find this book and
also read it from currently!

Cheryl Fenske:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our know-how for everything. By a book we can know
everything we would like. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year had been exactly added. This guide American Exorcism: Expelling Demons in the Land of Plenty was
filled with regards to science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific research
competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading a book. If you know how big selling point of a
book, you can sense enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book that
you simply wanted.

Bobbi Wilkinson:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library in
order to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart
and soul or real their hobby. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
right now there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring
along with can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for
you personally. As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word
says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this American Exorcism: Expelling Demons in the



Land of Plenty can make you experience more interested to read.
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