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Francois Rabelais (1483?-1553) is a difficult and often misunderstood author, whose reputation for coarse
"Rabelaisian" jesting and "Gargantuan" indulgence in food, drink, and sex is highly misleading. He was in
fact a committed humanist who expressed strong views on religion, good government, education, and much
more through the mock-heroic adventures of his giants.

While most books about Rabelais have relatively little to say about his comedic genius, Enter Rabelais,
Laughing analyses the many sides of Rabelais's humor, focusing on why his writing was so hilariously funny
to sixteenth-century readers. The author begins by discussing how the Renaissance defined laughter and
situates Rabelais in a long tradition of literary laughter. Subsequent chapters examine specific contexts
relevant to Gargantua and Pantagruel, beginning with the comic aspects of epic, chronicle, mock-epic, and
farce, and proceeding to Renaissance and Reformation humanist satire, rhetoric, medicine, and law. All of
these chapters combine information, much of it new, on the humanist message Rabelais wanted to convey to
his readers, with an analysis of how he used his wit to reinforce his message.

Rarely is a writer's work treated in such illuminating detail. On a broad level, Enter Rabelais, Laughing
serves as an excellent introduction to French Renaissance literature and exhibits a remarkably charming and
lucid writing style, free of jargon. To Rabelais scholars in particular it offers a thorough and innovative
analysis that corrects misconceptions and questions commonly held views.
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From reader reviews:

Shannon Harvey:

This Enter Rabelais, Laughing are usually reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The
explanation of this Enter Rabelais, Laughing can be among the great books you must have is definitely
giving you more than just simple examining food but feed you with information that perhaps will shock your
earlier knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions
in the e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Enter Rabelais, Laughing forcing you to have an
enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we realize
it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Richard Hunt:

The reserve untitled Enter Rabelais, Laughing is the book that recommended to you to learn. You can see the
quality of the book content that will be shown to a person. The language that publisher use to explained their
ideas are easily to understand. The author was did a lot of study when write the book, and so the information
that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of Enter Rabelais,
Laughing from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Shantel McCary:

This Enter Rabelais, Laughing is great book for you because the content and that is full of information for
you who have always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. That book reveal it info
accurately using great plan word or we can state no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read the item
hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences
but tough core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Enter Rabelais, Laughing in your
hand like keeping the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no
publication that offer you world in ten or fifteen tiny right but this book already do that. So , this really is
good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt which?

Phillip Elliott:

Reading a book to become new life style in this year; every people loves to examine a book. When you go
through a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your
knowledge, simply because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend
on what sorts of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your review, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, in
addition to soon. The Enter Rabelais, Laughing provide you with a new experience in reading through a
book.
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