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He was one of the most embattled heads of state in American history. Charged with building a new nation
while waging a war for its very independence, he accepted his responsibilities reluctantly but carried them
out with a fierce dedication to his ideals. Those efforts ultimately foundered on the shoals of Confederate
defeat, leaving Davis stranded in public memory as both valiant leader and desolate loser.

Now two renowned Civil War historians, Herman Hattaway and Richard Beringer, take a new and closer
look at Davis's presidency. In the process, they provide a clearer image of his leadership and ability to handle
domestic, diplomatic, and military matters under the most trying circumstances-without the considerable
industrial and population resources of the North and without the formal recognition of other nations.

Hattaway and Beringer examine Davis's strengths and weaknesses as president in light of both traditional
evidence and current theories of presidential leadership. They show us a man so respected that northern
colleagues regretted his departure from the U.S. Senate, but so bent on Southern independence he was
willing to impose unthinkable burdens on his citizens-an apologist for slavery who was committed to state
rights, even while growing nationalism in his new country called for a stronger central government.

In assessing Davis's actual administration of the Confederate state, the authors analyze the Confederate
government's constitution, institutions, infrastructure, and cabinet-level administrators. They also integrate
events of Davis's presidency with the ongoing war as it encroached upon the South, offering a panoramic
view of military strategy as seen from the president's office. They tell how Davis reacted to the outcomes of
key battles and campaigns in order to assess his leadership abilities, his relations with civilian and military
authorities, and—his own personal competency notwithstanding—his poor judgment in selecting generals.

Rich in detail and exhilaratingly told with generous selections from Davis's own letters and speeches,
Hattaway and Beringer provide the most insightful account available of the first and only Confederate
presidency-suggesting that perhaps it was the Confederate government, rather than Davis himself, that failed.
More than that, it shows us Jefferson Davis as an American leader and offers a new appreciation of his place
in our country's history.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Crawford:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they are still students or that for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every
person has several personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be compelled someone or
something that they don't desire do that. You must know how great along with important the book Jefferson
Davis, Confederate President. All type of book can you see on many sources. You can look for the internet
options or other social media.

Christopher Forney:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a guide your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand up than other
is high. For you personally who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you that Jefferson Davis,
Confederate President book as starter and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is more than just a
book.

Justin Belz:

You are able to spend your free time to see this book this e-book. This Jefferson Davis, Confederate
President is simple to deliver you can read it in the area, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not
possess much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you better to
read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will
get when you buy this book.

Irving Tarkington:

A lot of publication has printed but it is unique. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the top book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is
identified as of book Jefferson Davis, Confederate President. You can contribute your knowledge by it.
Without causing the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make an individual happier to
read. It is most essential that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one destination to other
place.
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