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In recent decades, left political projects in the United States have taken a strong legalistic turn. From
affirmative action to protection against sexual harassment, from indigenous peoples’ rights to gay marriage,
the struggle to eliminate subordination or exclusion and to achieve substantive equality has been waged
through courts and legislation. At the same time, critiques of legalism have generally come to be regarded by
liberal and left reformers as politically irrelevant at best, politically disunifying and disorienting at worst.
This conjunction of a turn toward left legalism with a turn away from critique has hardened an intellectually
defensive, brittle, and unreflective left sensibility at a moment when precisely the opposite is needed.
Certainly, the left can engage strategically with the law, but if it does not also track the effects of this
engagement—effects that often exceed or even redound against its explicit aims—it will unwittingly foster
political institutions and doctrines strikingly at odds with its own values.

Brown and Halley have assembled essays from diverse contributors—law professors, philosophers, political
theorists, and literary critics—united chiefly by their willingness to think critically from the left about left
legal projects. The essays themselves vary by topic, by theoretical approach, and by conclusion. While some
contributors attempt to rework particular left legal projects, others insist upon abandoning or replacing those
projects. Still others leave open the question of what is to be done as they devote their critical attention to
understanding what we are doing. Above all, Left Legalism/Left Critique is a rare contemporary argument
and model for the intellectually exhilarating and politically enriching dimensions of left
critique—dimensions that persist even, and perhaps especially, when critique is unsure of the intellectual and
political possibilities it may produce.

Contributors:  Lauren Berlant, Wendy Brown, Judith Butler, Drucilla Cornell, Richard T. Ford, Katherine
M. Franke, Janet Halley, Mark Kelman, David Kennedy, Duncan Kennedy, Gillian Lester, Michael Warner
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From reader reviews:

Anna Elam:

This book untitled Left Legalism/Left Critique to be one of several books which best seller in this year,
honestly, that is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy
this kind of book in the book shop or you can order it through online. The publisher in this book sells the e-
book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, because you can read this book in your Touch screen
phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this book from your list.

Mark Carlton:

The e-book with title Left Legalism/Left Critique includes a lot of information that you can learn it. You can
get a lot of benefit after read this book. This specific book exist new know-how the information that exist in
this publication represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to be aware of
how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you within new era of the globalization. You can
read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Wiley Wagner:

This Left Legalism/Left Critique is great guide for you because the content that is certainly full of
information for you who always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This book
reveal it information accurately using great plan word or we can claim no rambling sentences inside. So if
you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight
forward sentences but challenging core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Left
Legalism/Left Critique in your hand like finding the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous just one.
We can say that no book that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen second right but this reserve already
do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt that?

Joyce Tower:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended to your account is Left Legalism/Left Critique this reserve consist a lot of the information
with the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented just how can the world has grown
up. The terminology styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some
analysis when he makes this book. Here is why this book acceptable all of you.
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