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As entertaining as it is incisive, Stoned is a raucous journey through the history of human desire for what is
rare, and therefore precious.

What makes a stone a jewel? What makes a jewel priceless? And why do we covet beautiful things? In this
brilliant account of how eight jewels shaped the course of history, jeweler and scientist Aja Raden tells an
original and often startling story about our unshakeable addiction to beauty and the darker side of human
desire.

What moves the world is what moves each of us: desire. Jewelry—which has long served as a stand-in for
wealth and power, glamor and success—has birthed cultural movements, launched political dynasties, and
started wars. Masterfully weaving together pop science and history, Stoned breaks history into three
categories—Want, Take, and Have—and explains what the diamond on your finger has to do with the GI
Bill, why green-tinted jewelry has been exalted by so many cultures, why the glass beads that bought
Manhattan for the Dutch were initially considered a fair trade, and how the French Revolution started over a
coveted necklace.

Studded with lively personalities and fascinating details, Stoned tells the remarkable story of our abiding
desire for the rare and extraordinary.
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From reader reviews:

Karon Hall:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book eligible Stoned: Jewelry,
Obsession, and How Desire Shapes the World? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You realize beside
you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with its
opinion or you have some other opinion?

Paige Robinson:

You could spend your free time you just read this book this book. This Stoned: Jewelry, Obsession, and How
Desire Shapes the World is simple to develop you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train and soon.
If you did not get much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you
much easier to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will
get when one buys this book.

Joseph Boyd:

You may get this Stoned: Jewelry, Obsession, and How Desire Shapes the World by browse the bookstore or
Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for your
knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only simply by written or printed but additionally can you
enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking because of your mobile
phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about
your reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to
choose proper ways for you.

Heidi Garcia:

A lot of book has printed but it is different. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
most beneficial book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is
named of book Stoned: Jewelry, Obsession, and How Desire Shapes the World. You can add your
knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make you
actually happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one place
to other place.
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