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This book explores one of the great questions of our time: How can we preserve our sense of what it means
to be a person while at the same time accepting what science tells us to be true--namely, that human nature is
continuous with the rest of nature? What, in other words, does it mean to be a person in a world of things?
Alan Mittleman shows how the Jewish tradition provides rich ways of understanding human nature and
personhood that preserve human dignity and distinction in a world of neuroscience, evolutionary biology,
biotechnology, and pervasive scientism. These ancient resources can speak to Jewish, non-Jewish, and
secular readers alike.

Science may tell us what we are, Mittleman says, but it cannot tell us who we are, how we should live, or
why we matter. Traditional Jewish thought, in open-minded dialogue with contemporary scientific
perspectives, can help us answer these questions. Mittleman shows how, using sources ranging across the
Jewish tradition, from the Hebrew Bible and the Talmud to more than a millennium of Jewish philosophy.
Among the many subjects the book addresses are sexuality, birth and death, violence and evil, moral agency,
and politics and economics. Throughout, Mittleman demonstrates how Jewish tradition brings new
perspectives to--and challenges many current assumptions about--these central aspects of human nature.

A study of human nature in Jewish thought and an original contribution to Jewish philosophy, this is a book
for anyone interested in what it means to be human in a scientific age.
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From reader reviews:

James Oliver:

This book untitled Human Nature & Jewish Thought: Judaism's Case for Why Persons Matter (Library of
Jewish Ideas) to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, that is because when you read this
e-book you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy that book in the book store or you can order
it by way of online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this
book, because you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this
publication from your list.

John Warner:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV,
as well as playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that is look different you
can read the book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent 24
hours a day to reading a reserve. The book Human Nature & Jewish Thought: Judaism's Case for Why
Persons Matter (Library of Jewish Ideas) it is quite good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended
this book. These were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space bringing this book
you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not
very costly but this book features high quality.

Floyd Alling:

Reading a book being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to read a book. When you read
a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book
that you have read. If you would like get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but
if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and also soon.
The Human Nature & Jewish Thought: Judaism's Case for Why Persons Matter (Library of Jewish Ideas)
will give you a new experience in looking at a book.

Jonathan Leake:

A lot of book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the very
best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is referred to as of book
Human Nature & Jewish Thought: Judaism's Case for Why Persons Matter (Library of Jewish Ideas). You
can contribute your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it could possibly add your
knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about book. It can bring
you from one location to other place.
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