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The earliest stories by “Girlhero” Megan Kelso.

Before her comics were serialized in the New York Times Sunday Magazine (“Watergate Sue,” 2007) or
released by Fantagraphics Books (Artichoke Tales, 2010), Megan Kelso was a classic DIY
cartoonist/publisher, who crafted and self-published her popular minicomic Girlhero from 1991 to 1996.

Queen of the Black Black, which collects these early Girlhero strips (as well as a few from other sources)
and was originally published in a limited edition twelve years ago (now long out of print), provides an
engrossing chronicle of an ambitious young cartoonist carefully developing her own unique style and
approach.

In this volume, Kelso scrutinizes bicycle messengers, venereal diseases, infidelity, unwanted pregnancies,
temporary work assignments, family reunions, and classroom daydreams in subtle and unexpected manners,
setting herself technical challenges such as depicting music in comics (the virtuoso “The Daddy Mask,” with
its sensuous gray swirls of sound on the page), integrating lettering into artwork in creative ways, and
generally working her way toward what would become her mature style.

The title story, “Queen of the Black Black,” rendered in lush gray tones, explores the fraught relationship
between the aging, demanding queen of a fairy-tale realm and a hornblower whom she takes under her wing.

There is even a vintage “Artichoke Tale,” predating kelso recently released graphic novel by a decade and a
half. (“I am planning to do a whole book of artichoke tales in the future,” she wrote presciently in her
original story notes.)

Queen of the Black Black shows the first flowering (or sprouting) of a major cartooning talent, and its return
to print (fully redesigned by the author) is welcome news for the many readers delighted by Kelso’s
subsequent graphic novels. 160 pages of black-and-white comics
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From reader reviews:

Ward Bishop:

As people who live in the modest era should be update about what going on or info even knowledge to make
these people keep up with the era and that is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know what one you should start with. This Queen of the Black Black is our
recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and need in
this era.

Manuel Arndt:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to
fill your current free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book might be option to fill your no cost time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to test
look for book, may be the publication untitled Queen of the Black Black can be great book to read. May be it
might be best activity to you.

Allen Green:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will
make you to definitely understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, classifieds,
book, and soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Often the book
that recommended for you is Queen of the Black Black this publication consist a lot of the information of the
condition of this world now. This book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The words styles
that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some study when he makes this
book. This is why this book suitable all of you.

Anthony Malloy:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you will
get it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This particular Queen of the Black Black can give you a
lot of good friends because by you checking out this one book you have point that they don't and make you
more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to get success. This e-book offer you
information that maybe your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than some other make you to be great
men and women. So , why hesitate? Let me have Queen of the Black Black.
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