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No nation is a stranger to war, but for Russians war is a central part of who they are. Their “motherland” has
been the battlefield where some of the largest armies have clashed, the most savage battles have been fought,
the highest death tolls paid. Having prevailed over Mongol hordes and vanquished Napoleon and Hitler,
many Russians believe no other nation has sacrificed so much for the world. In Russia: The Story of War
Gregory Carleton explores how this belief has produced a myth of exceptionalism that pervades Russian
culture and politics and has helped forge a national identity rooted in war.

While outsiders view Russia as an aggressor, Russians themselves see a country surrounded by enemies,
poised in a permanent defensive crouch as it fights one invader after another. Time and again, history has
called upon Russia to play the savior?of Europe, of Christianity, of civilization itself?and its victories,
especially over the Nazis in World War II, have come at immense cost. In this telling, even defeats lose their
sting. Isolation becomes a virtuous destiny and the whole of its bloody history a point of pride.

War is the unifying thread of Russia’s national epic, one that transcends its wrenching ideological
transformations from the archconservative empire to the radical-totalitarian Soviet Union to the resurgent
nationalism of the country today. As Putin’s Russia asserts itself in ever bolder ways, knowing how the story
of its war-torn past shapes the present is essential to understanding its self-image and worldview.
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From reader reviews:

Jamie Lundquist:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resources inside it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each facts they get. How people have
to be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Russia: The Story of War book
since this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred per cent
guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Paul Greenblatt:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, limited story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not trying Russia: The Story of War that give
your fun preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be
said as the way for people to know world considerably better then how they react towards the world. It can't
be mentioned constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who
wants to end up being success person. So , for every you who want to start looking at as your good habit, it is
possible to pick Russia: The Story of War become your current starter.

Ellen Omalley:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try
and pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its deal with may doesn't work at
this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
appear likes. Maybe you answer could be Russia: The Story of War why because the great cover that make
you consider concerning the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is usually
fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Kevin Pinkney:

Many people spending their period by playing outside having friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, think reading a book will surely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It ok you can have
the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Russia: The Story of War which is
getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.
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