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In this comprehensive history of Homer’s references to ships and seafaring, author Samuel Mark reveals
patterns in the way that Greeks built ships and approached the sea between 850 and 750 b.c. To discuss and
clarify the terms used by Homer, Mark draws on scholarly literature as well as examples from recent
excavations of ancient shipwrecks.

Mark begins by emphasizing the importance of the household during a period in which chiefs ruled and
Greek nobles disdained merchants and considered seafaring a necessary but less than distinguished activity.
His chapter on Odysseus’s construction of a ship includes discussions of the types of wood used. He
concludes that most Greek ships were of laced, rather than pegged mortise-and-tenon construction. Mark
goes on to discuss characteristics of Homeric ships and their stern ornaments, oars, quarter rudders, masts,
mast-steps, keels, ropes, cables, and planks.

Mark reaches several surprising conclusions: that in an agricultural society, seafaring was a common
activity, even among the nobles; that hugging the coast could be more treacherous than sailing across open
sea; that Homeric ships were built mainly to be sailed, instead of rowed; that sea battles were relatively
common; that helmsmen were crucial to a safe voyage; and that harbors were little more than natural
anchorages. Mark’s discussion of Homer’s geography covers theories that posit Odysseus sailing in the
Adriatic and Mediterranean Seas and even on the Atlantic Ocean.

As befits a study whose subjects are partly historical, partly archaeological, and partly myth and legend,
Mark’s conclusions are tentative. Yet, this comprehensive and meticulous study of Homer’s references to
ships and seafaring is sure to become a standard study on the subject.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Lord:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a go walking,
shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or maybe read a book allowed Homeric Seafaring
(Ed Rachal Foundation Nautical Archaeology Series)? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You
already know beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than
before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have additional opinion?

Daryl Church:

This Homeric Seafaring (Ed Rachal Foundation Nautical Archaeology Series) book is just not ordinary book,
you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is actually
information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper a person
read a lot of information you will get. This Homeric Seafaring (Ed Rachal Foundation Nautical Archaeology
Series) without we comprehend teach the one who reading it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't
end up being worry Homeric Seafaring (Ed Rachal Foundation Nautical Archaeology Series) can bring any
time you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it within
your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Homeric Seafaring (Ed Rachal Foundation Nautical Archaeology
Series) having fine arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Eddie McCoy:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try to and must have the extra time or they will get lot of
stress from both lifestyle and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not just a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer can unlimited right. Then
ever try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the particular
book you have read is definitely Homeric Seafaring (Ed Rachal Foundation Nautical Archaeology Series).

Nancy Landry:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled Homeric Seafaring (Ed Rachal Foundation Nautical Archaeology Series) your head will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can become your
mind friends. Imaging every word written in a book then become one form conclusion and explanation in
which maybe you never get prior to. The Homeric Seafaring (Ed Rachal Foundation Nautical Archaeology
Series) giving you one more experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful
information for your better life on this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern the following is
your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a game.
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