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One of the great rebels of psychiatry, R. D. Laing challenged prevailing models of madness and the nature
and limits of psychiatric authority. In this brief and lucid book, Laing's widely praised biographer distills the
essence of Laing's vision, which was religious and philosophical as well as psychological.

The Crucible of Experience reveals Laing's philosophical debts to existentialism and phenomenology in his
theories of madness and sanity, family theory and family therapy. Daniel Burston offers the first detailed
account of Laing's practice as a therapist and of his relationships--often contentious--with his friends and
sometime disciples. Burston carefully differentiates between Laing and "Laingians," who were often clearer,
more confident, and more simplistic than their teacher.

While he examines Laing's theories of madness, Burston focuses most provocatively on Laing's views of
sanity and normality and on his recognition, toward the end of his life, of the essential place of holiness in
human experience. In a powerful last chapter, Burston shows that Laing foresaw the present
commercialization of medicine and asked pointed questions about what the meaning of sanity and the future
of psychotherapy in such a world could be. In this, as in other matters, Laing's questions of a generation ago
remain questions for our time.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Hart:

Book is written, printed, or created for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a book. Book
has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Close to
that you can your reading ability was fluently. A e-book The Crucible of Experience: R. D. Laing and the
Crisis of Psychotherapy will make you to become smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know
about every little thing. But some of you think in which open or reading the book make you bored. It is not
make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or suited book with you?

Joan Munoz:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading addiction
give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the
book that improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of book you read,
if you want send more knowledge just go with education books but if you want experience happy read one
using theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The particular The Crucible of Experience: R. D. Laing
and the Crisis of Psychotherapy is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Jeffrey Price:

Reading a book to become new life style in this season; every people loves to study a book. When you learn
a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds
of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your research, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, such us novel, comics, as
well as soon. The The Crucible of Experience: R. D. Laing and the Crisis of Psychotherapy provide you with
a new experience in reading through a book.

Larry Luis:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book was rare? Why
so many concern for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book but in addition novel and The Crucible of Experience: R. D. Laing
and the Crisis of Psychotherapy or maybe others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know
how the good a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or
students especially. Those publications are helping them to include their knowledge. In different case, beside
science e-book, any other book likes The Crucible of Experience: R. D. Laing and the Crisis of
Psychotherapy to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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