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The first authoritative history of tap dancing, one of the great art forms--along with jazz and musical
comedy--created in America

What the Eye Hears offers an authoritative account of the great American art of tap dancing. Brian Seibert, a
dance critic for The New York Times, begins by exploring tap's origins as a hybrid of the jig and clog dancing
and dances brought from Africa by slaves. He tracks tap's transfer to the stage through blackface minstrelsy
and charts its growth as a cousin to jazz in the vaudeville circuits. Seibert chronicles tap's spread to ubiquity
on Broadway and in Hollywood, analyzes its decline after World War II, and celebrates its rediscovery and
reinvention by new generations of American and international performers. In the process, we discover how
the history of tap dancing is central to any meaningful account of American popular culture.

This is a story with a huge cast of characters, from Master Juba through Bill Robinson and Shirley Temple,
Fred Astaire and Ginger Rogers, and Gene Kelly and Paul Draper to Gregory Hines and Savion Glover.
Seibert traces the stylistic development of tap through individual practitioners and illuminates the cultural
exchange between blacks and whites, the interplay of imitation and theft, as well as the moving story of
African Americans in show business, wielding enormous influence as they grapple with the pain and pride of
a complicated legacy. What the Eye Hears teaches us to see and hear the entire history of tap in its every
step.
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From reader reviews:

Laura McCallum:

Now a day people that Living in the era where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not involve people to be aware of each information they get. How a lot more
to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Looking at
a book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specially this What the Eye Hears: A History of
Tap Dancing book because this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the information in this
book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Kevin Masterson:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their particular reader with
their story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the books. But also they write
about the information about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how
to teach children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve
their ability in writing, they also doing some research before they write for their book. One of them is this
What the Eye Hears: A History of Tap Dancing.

Nancy Herman:

The particular book What the Eye Hears: A History of Tap Dancing has a lot of knowledge on it. So when
you check out this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was authored by the very famous author. Tom
makes some research just before write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can find the point
easily after scanning this book.

James Rohrbach:

Reading a book to become new life style in this yr; every people loves to go through a book. When you learn
a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, because book
has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that you have
read. If you wish to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you act like
you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, such us novel, comics, along with soon. The
What the Eye Hears: A History of Tap Dancing will give you a new experience in studying a book.
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