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In this award-winning environmental history of Cuba since the age of Columbus, Reinaldo Funes Monzote
emphasi zes the two processes that have had the most dramatic impact on the island's landscape: deforestation
and sugar cultivation. During the first 300 years of Spanish settlement, sugar plantations arose primarily in
areas where forests had been cleared by the royal navy, which maintained an interest in management and
conservation for the shipbuilding industry. The sugar planters won a decisive victory in 1815, however,
when they were allowed to clear extensive forests, without restriction, for cane fields and sugar production.
This book isthefirst to consider Cuba's vital sugar industry through the lens of environmental history. Funes
Monzote demonstrates how the industry that came to define Cuba--and upon which Cuba urgently depended-
-also devastated the ecology of the island.

The original Spanish-language edition of the book, published in Mexico in 2004, was awarded the UNESCO
Book Prize for Caribbean Thought, Environmental Category. For this first English edition, the author has
revised the text throughout and provided new material, including a glossary and a conclusion that
summarizes important devel opments up to the present.
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From reader reviews:
Shawn Mar sh:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or maybe read a book allowed From Rainforest to
Cane Field in Cuba: An Environmental History since 1492 (Envisioning Cuba)? Maybe it is to be best
activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can better than
before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have additional opinion?

James Hall:

Typically the book From Rainforest to Cane Field in Cuba: An Environmental History since 1492
(Envisioning Cuba) has alot of knowledge on it. So when you read this book you can get alot of help. The
book was authored by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research prior to write this
book. This particular book very easy to read you will get the point easily after perusing this book.

Jose Lloyd:

In this age globalization it isimportant to someone to receive information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information better
to share. Y ou can find alot of referencesto get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. Y ou
can see that now, alot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to you personally is From Rainforest to Cane Field in Cuba: An Environmental History since
1492 (Envisioning Cuba) this guide consist alot of the information in the condition of this world now. This
book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer use for explain it
is easy to understand. The actual writer made some analysis when he makes this book. That iswhy this book
suitable all of you.

Oscar Barr:

Some people said that they feel weary when they reading a publication. They are directly felt it when they
get ahalf elements of the book. Y ou can choose the particular book From Rainforest to Cane Field in Cuba:
An Environmental History since 1492 (Envisioning Cuba) to make your personal reading isinteresting. Y our
skill of reading skill is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you
enjoy to study it and mingle the idea about book and reading through especially. It isto beinitially opinion
for you to like to start a book and go through it. Beside that the book From Rainforest to Cane Field in Cuba:
An Environmental History since 1492 (Envisioning Cuba) can to be a newly purchased friend when you're
truly feel alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of these time.
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