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Franklin Roosevelt was the first great hero of American Jews. FDR's promise of economic and social justice
was consonant with the mainstays of Jewish culture and with the ethos of the Old Testament and the
prophets. And of course these themes were especially resonant during the desperate days of the Great
Depression.

The Jews who so deeply admired Roosevelt made up the richest, most influential Jewish community in the
world, leaders in government, commerce, and the arts. Yet by the time Franklin Roosevelt died in office, six
million European Jews had been murdered by the Nazis while neither FDR nor American Jews lifted much
more than a finger to help them. How did the president, the nation he led, and American Jewry allow this to
happen? There is no simple answer, but Robert Shogan seeks a partial explanation by examining the
behavior of a handful of Jews, so close to Roosevelt and supposedly so influential that they could be
considered "the president's Jews."

Most prestigious was Supreme Court justice Louis D. Brandeis. Next was Felix Frankfurter, Harvard law
professor and later Supreme Court justice. Sam Rosenman, FDR's chief speechwriter from the time he was
governor of New York. Treasury Secretary Henry Morgenthau was an old Dutchess County neighbor of
Roosevelt's. Benjamin V. Cohen crafted the major financial reforms of the early New Deal. Their actions,
and often inaction, illuminate the strengths and limits of interest-group politics, the system invented by FDR
that dominated American politics for the remainder of the century. Taken broadly, the response of the
president's Jews to the Nazi threat illustrates with heartbreaking intensity the dilemma of politics—the
conflict between conscience and self-interest, between principle and expediency. With 8 pages of black-and-
white photographs.
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From reader reviews:

Brian Lopez:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to
take a stroll, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or even read a book allowed Prelude to
Catastrophe: FDR's Jews and the Menace of Nazism? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You
recognize beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you
agree with the opinion or you have additional opinion?

Cindy Searcy:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be change about what going on or details even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era which can be always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know what one you should start with. This Prelude to Catastrophe: FDR's Jews and
the Menace of Nazism is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, as this book
serves what you want and need in this era.

Edwin Ball:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you can have it in
e-book means, more simple and reachable. That Prelude to Catastrophe: FDR's Jews and the Menace of
Nazism can give you a lot of close friends because by you checking out this one book you have thing that
they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of one step for
you to get success. This book offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more
than various other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let me have Prelude to Catastrophe:
FDR's Jews and the Menace of Nazism.

Yvonne Webb:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our know-how for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year had been
exactly added. This e-book Prelude to Catastrophe: FDR's Jews and the Menace of Nazism was filled about
science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has
several feel when they reading any book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can really feel enjoy
to read a reserve. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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