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"What matters about a play is not the extent to which it islike any other play, but the way in whichiitis
different,” writes Thomas G. Rosenmeyer. "Thisis, | suggest, how the ancient audiences received the
performances.... My purpose, then, in writing these essays is twofold: ... to devote enough space to the
discussion of each play to alow its special tone and texture to emerge without hindrance and at leisure ... and
to include in one collection analyses of plays so different from one another that the accent will come to rest
on the variety of the tragic experience rather than on any one narrowly defined norm."

Greek tragedy isavehicle for many different ideas and many different intentions. From the wealth of
material that has come down to us the author has chosen six plays for analysis. He reminds us that the plays
were written to be seen and heard, and only secondarily to be studied. The listeners expected each play to
have a specific objective, and to exhibit its own mood. These the author attempts to recover for us, by
listening to what each play, in its own right, has to say. His principal concern iswith the tragic diction and
the tragic ideas, designed to release certain massive responses in the large theater-going group of ancient
Athens. In exploring the characters and the situations of the plays he has chosen, the author transports his
reader to the world of fifth-century B.C. Greece, and establishes the relevance of that world to our own
experience.

The essays are not introductory in nature. No space is given, for instance, to basic information about the
playwrights, the history of Greek drama, or the special features of the Attic stage. Y et the book addresses
itself to classicists and nonclassicists alike. The outgrowth of a series of lectures to nonspecialists, its
particular appeal isto students of literature and the history of Western thought. Parallels are drawn between
the writings of the philosophers and the tragedies, and attention is paid to certain popular Greek beliefs that
colored the tragic formulations. Ultimately, however, the approach is not historical but critical; it isthe
author's intention to demonstrate the beauty and the craftsmanship of the plays under discussion.
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From reader reviews:
Mark Hart:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the publication entitled The Masks of Tragedy: Essays on Six Greek Dramas. Try to face
the book The Masks of Tragedy: Essays on Six Greek Dramas as your pal. It means that it can to be your
friend when you experience alone and beside those of course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it isvery
fortuned in your case. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know almost everything
by the book. So , let me make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Patsy Phan:

This The Masks of Tragedy: Essays on Six Greek Dramas book is just not ordinary book, you have it then
theworld isin your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is definitely information inside this
e-book incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you
will get. This specific The Masks of Tragedy: Essays on Six Greek Dramas without we understand teach the
one who reading it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't always be worry The Masks of
Tragedy: Essays on Six Greek Dramas can bring whenever you are and not make your handbag space or
bookshelves grow to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even phone. This The Masks
of Tragedy: Essays on Six Greek Dramas having great arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will
not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Edward Donnelly:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the headline The Masks of
Tragedy: Essays on Six Greek Dramas suitable to you? The actual book was written by popular writer in this
era. The particular book untitled The Masks of Tragedy: Essays on Six Greek Dramasis the main of several
books this everyone read now. This specific book was inspired many men and women in the world. When
you read this e-book you will enter the new shape that you ever know previous to. The author explained their
thought in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to know the core of this e-book. This book will
give you alarge amount of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world
on this book.

Brenda Corndl:

In thistime globalization it isimportant to someone to acquire information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find alot of personal referencesto get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You can see that now, alot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to you is The Masks of Tragedy: Essays on Six Greek Dramas this reserve consist alot of the



information of the condition of thisworld now. This kind of book was represented so why is the world has
grown up. The dialect styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made
some analysis when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book suitable al of you.
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