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From the internationally bestselling author, a deeply researched and atmospheric murder mystery of
late Victorian-era London

In the summer of 1895, Robert Coombes (age 13) and his brother Nattie (age 12) were seen spending
lavishly around the docklands of East London -- for ten days in July, they ate out at coffee houses and took
trips to the seaside and the theater. The boys told neighbors they had been left home alone while their mother
visited family in Liverpool, but their aunt was suspicious. When she eventually forced the brothers to open
the house to her, she found the badly decomposed body of their mother in a bedroom upstairs. Robert and
Nattie were arrested for matricide and sent for trial at the Old Bailey. 

Robert confessed to having stabbed his mother, but his lawyers argued that he was insane. Nattie struck a
plea and gave evidence against his brother. The court heard testimony about Robert's severe headaches, his
fascination with violent criminals and his passion for 'penny dreadfuls', the pulp fiction of the day. He
seemed to feel no remorse for what he had done, and neither the prosecution nor the defense could find a
motive for the murder. The judge sentenced the thirteen-year-old to detention in Broadmoor, the most
infamous criminal lunatic asylum in the land. Yet Broadmoor turned out to be the beginning of a new life for
Robert--one that would have profoundly shocked anyone who thought they understood the Wicked Boy.

At a time of great tumult and uncertainty, Robert Coombes's case crystallized contemporary anxieties about
the education of the working classes, the dangers of pulp fiction, and evolving theories of criminality,
childhood, and insanity. With riveting detail and rich atmosphere, Kate Summerscale recreates this terrible
crime and its aftermath, uncovering an extraordinary story of man's capacity to overcome the past.
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From reader reviews:

Gregory Mendoza:

This The Wicked Boy: The Mystery of a Victorian Child Murderer book is not really ordinary book, you
have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is information inside
this e-book incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information
you will get. That The Wicked Boy: The Mystery of a Victorian Child Murderer without we understand
teach the one who reading through it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't end up being worry
The Wicked Boy: The Mystery of a Victorian Child Murderer can bring when you are and not make your
bag space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even telephone. This
The Wicked Boy: The Mystery of a Victorian Child Murderer having excellent arrangement in word as well
as layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Luther Ritenour:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era which is always change and advance. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you but the problems
coming to you is you don't know which you should start with. This The Wicked Boy: The Mystery of a
Victorian Child Murderer is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, as this book
serves what you want and want in this era.

Lori Suda:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just
watching TV, or playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that is look
different you can read some sort of book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you read you
can spent the whole day to reading a book. The book The Wicked Boy: The Mystery of a Victorian Child
Murderer it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These were
enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the e-
book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not too expensive
but this book has high quality.

Dawn Fernandez:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this The Wicked Boy: The Mystery of a
Victorian Child Murderer e-book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that
may be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written with good manner for you, still dripping wet
every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still hesitation The Wicked
Boy: The Mystery of a Victorian Child Murderer as good book not only by the cover but also by content.



This is one book that can break don't judge book by its deal with, so do you still needing an additional sixth
sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already said so why you have to listening
to yet another sixth sense.
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