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Human beings are both supremely rational and deeply superstitious, capable of believing just about anything
and of questioning just about everything. Indeed, just as our reason demands that we know the truth, our
skepticism leads to doubts we can ever really do so.
In Walking the Tightrope of Reason, Robert J. Fogelin guides readers through a contradiction that lies at the
very heart of philosophical inquiry. Fogelin argues that our rational faculties insist on a purely rational
account of the universe, yet at the same time, the inherent limitations of these faculties ensure that we will
never fully satisfy that demand. As a result of being driven to this point of paradox, we either comfort
ourselves with what Kant called "metaphysical illusions" or adopt a stance of radical skepticism. No middle
ground seems possible and, as Fogelin shows, skepticism, even though a healthy dose of it is essential for
living a rational life, "has an inherent tendency to become unlimited in its scope, with the result that the
edifice of rationality is destroyed." In much Postmodernist thought, for example, skepticism takes the
extreme form of absolute relativism, denying the basis for any value distinctions and treating all truth-claims
as equally groundless. How reason avoids disgracing itself, walking a fine line between dogmatic belief and
self-defeating doubt, is the question Fogelin seeks to answer.
Reflecting upon the ancient Greek skeptics as well as such thinkers as Hume, Kant, Wittgenstein, Nietzsche,
and Whitman, this book takes readers into--and through--some of philosophy's most troubling paradoxes.
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From reader reviews:

Mary McKay:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading you can get a lot
of information that may give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their own reader with their
story as well as their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the books. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their
talent in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to the book. One of them is this
Walking the Tightrope of Reason: The Precarious Life of a Rational Animal.

Timothy McKinney:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
do you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It ok you can
have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Walking the Tightrope of Reason:
The Precarious Life of a Rational Animal which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this
book? Let's view.

Leslie Mickle:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our information for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This book Walking the Tightrope of Reason: The Precarious Life of a Rational Animal was
filled regarding science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your technology competence.
Some people has diverse feel when they reading any book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you
can feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you just wanted.

Douglas Brownlee:

Publication is one of source of understanding. We can add our information from it. Not only for students and
also native or citizen require book to know the revise information of year to be able to year. As we know
those publications have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around
the world. Through the book Walking the Tightrope of Reason: The Precarious Life of a Rational Animal we
can take more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? Being creative person must love to read a book.
Just simply choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life
with that book Walking the Tightrope of Reason: The Precarious Life of a Rational Animal. You can more
attractive than now.
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