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The Republic by Plato is a landmark achievement in Ancient Greek philosophy - this edition combines
an authoritative translation with affordability.
 The Republic is the most famous text written by Plato, which takes the form of a philosophical dialogue. The
text is part conversation between a group of friends active in the Athens intellectual community, and part
monologue from various participants in the discussion. The narrator and lead character is Socrates, Plato's
friend and mentor, who appears in most of his pupil's dialogues and acts as surrogate to Plato's ideas.
Throughout the text the 'Socratic method', whereby Socrates feigns ignorance and questions an adversary to
receive insight on a given subject, is demonstrated.
 Ten books in total comprise The Republic, the divisions thought to have been made due to the length of a
roll of papyrus in Ancient Greece. The discussion begins with an attempt to find a definition for justice,
wherein a disagreement between Thrasymachus - who believes justice is what is good for who is strongest at
a given place and time - and Socrates, who believes that all members of society should, for the highest
benefit of all, conform to just action.
 In Book II, the discussion expands to include justice in the sense of a social contract. Whether or not justice
happens only due to fear of reprisal, and whether justice is truly a high virtue of itself, are among the
questions considered. Eventually the discussion expands further into the idea of a just city state: ideas of how
such a society, embodying justice and order, might work commences with Socrates proposing an educated
'guardian' class of able-bodied men and women who would uphold order and defend such a city against
threats from outside.
 After expanding their ideas on the guardians, the dialogue proceeds onto other classes. It is here that Plato's
famous idea of the philosopher king arises - the notion of a ruler who is appointed for holding the highest
understanding of good and just rule, imparted to him at an early age by capable educators.
 Plato as Socrates eventually proposes that the essence of justice is fulfilling one's role in society. The correct
assignment of an occupation to each citizen, to which they can happily commit, will result in a just and
capable society. Further stipulations upon this ideal society are given; that education be strictly regulated and
human reproduction made a matter for the state, with no offspring knowing their parents.
 The Republic then covers four forms of injustice manifested in systems of government - timocracy,
oligarchy, democracy, and finally tyranny. How these unjust societies occur is talked about at length, with
examples from Ancient society cited as Socrates/Plato develops theories on how societies go astray. The
most unjust ruler - the tyrant - is discussed at length, and determined to be among the most unhappy, unfree
and unfulfilled types of man owing to his thrall to passions, and friendless owing to his commitment to
hierarchy. Such malfeasant politics are excoriated; in the end, Socrates says, all are harmed and none benefit
from tyranny.
 Between books VII and VIII Socrates establishes the famous Allegory of the Cave as a way of
demonstrating education's effects upon the human mind. By using the image of people who have only lived
in a dark caves their whole lives, he illustrates how mere shadows against the walls are the closest such
individuals come to seeing reality. Philosophy, Socrates argues, is the way by which humans are freed from
this cave of ignorance and propelled to an enlightenment.
 Socrates concludes the discussion of city politics and rulers, and commences to focus upon the nature of art
and its place in the just and ideal city. He also discusses reincarnation, the indestructible nature of the human
soul, concluding the epic text on a spiritual note.
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From reader reviews:

Chris Bynum:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive today, people have
do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a book your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand up than
other is high. For you personally who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you that The Republic
book as beginning and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Jena Alvarez:

The reserve untitled The Republic is the book that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of
the reserve content that will be shown to you actually. The language that writer use to explained their way of
doing something is easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of exploration when write the book,
therefore the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of The
Republic from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Araceli Burns:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, quick story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not seeking The Republic that give your
satisfaction preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can
be said as the means for people to know world much better then how they react in the direction of the world.
It can't be stated constantly that reading habit only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to
become success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you can
pick The Republic become your own personal starter.

Curtis Monahan:

Reading a book for being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to read a book. When you
study a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, because
book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you
have read. If you wish to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you want
to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The The
Republic will give you new experience in reading a book.
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