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Women played a vital and, until recently, frequently overlooked role in the settlement of the American West.
They were not only mothers, schoolteachers, and nurses, but also cowgirls, outlaws, and ranchers. Mary
Rak's career as a ranchwoman, and eventually an author, began in 1919, when she and her husband Charles
Lukeman Rak purchased Old Camp Rucker Ranch, a 22,000-acre spread some fifty miles north of Douglas,
Arizona. When she first went to the ranch, Mary admitted, "I had absolutely no knowledge of cattle." Rak
went on to recount her struggle to learn the cattle business and cope with the numerous problems of life on
an isolated ranch. In A Cowman's Wife, she details the seasonal round of ranch chores; the devastating
effects of drought; the difficulty of finding, and keeping, competent hired hands; and the exigencies of
marketing the cattle, especially during the Depression. But Rak also tells of the pleasures of ranch life -
spectacular sunsets; glorious mountain scenery; the camaraderie of ranch people; all-night dances at the
neighborhood school house. Despite the rigors, she found time for literary pursuits, and in 1934 Houghton-
Mifflin published A Cowman's Wife to critical acclaim. J. Frank Dobie and Jeff Dykes, two major scholars
of Western literature, praised her contributions to the genre. The new introduction to this rangeland classic
was written by the late Sandra L. Myres. Her invaluable research into Rak's life, and into the lives and
writings of ranchwomen, provides an excellent background for understanding Mary Rak and her important
work. This reprint of A Cowman's Wife is a significant addition to the literature of the Western experience
and the important role ofwomen in that experience.
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From reader reviews:

Betty Castaneda:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or their
friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic in the park.
They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill your
own free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book is usually option to fill your totally free time/ holiday. The
first thing that you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to try look for
book, may be the reserve untitled A Cowman's Wife (Degolyer Library Cowboy and Ranch Life) can be
great book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Russell Wade:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book mainly book entitled
A Cowman's Wife (Degolyer Library Cowboy and Ranch Life) your thoughts will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will end up your mind friends.
Imaging every word written in a publication then become one application form conclusion and explanation
which maybe you never get before. The A Cowman's Wife (Degolyer Library Cowboy and Ranch Life)
giving you yet another experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful info for your
better life with this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind
is going to be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a. Do you want to try this
extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Betty McClanahan:

You can get this A Cowman's Wife (Degolyer Library Cowboy and Ranch Life) by go to the bookstore or
Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve problem if you get difficulties to your
knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only simply by written or printed and also can you enjoy
this book simply by e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking because of your mobile phone
and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your
publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to
choose proper ways for you.

Robert Carroll:

As a university student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or to
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading really. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and can't see colorful pics on there.
Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know that on this age, many
ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this A
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