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Correspondence explores the history of a fascinating cultural practice: the writing of letters. From the
sixteenth to the eighteenth century, western societies served a long apprenticeship in the culture of the
written word. Although mastery of reading and writing was far from evenly distributed, many tradesmen,
shopkeepers, and artisans possessed these skills. A specialized literature came into being whose aim it was to
regulate and control ordinary forms of letter-writing by instilling in people the difficult techniques that this
writing entailed. As a result, tensions evolved in the structured practice of letter-writing. Although writers
wished to stay within the guidelines set forth by secrétaires or by collections of model letters, they also
wanted to be spontaneous. Correspondence explores these tensions over a long span of time by examining
model letter collections.

The authors examine the invention of norms for writing letters in the Middle Ages, and the application of
these norms in various popular manuals. They then analyze the letter-writing models developed in the ancien
régime, showing how these models were linked to both court literature and popular books distributed by
peddlers. Finally, the discussion turns to models of letter-writing developed during the nineteenth century.
By exploring changes in letter-writing, this book sheds light on a cultural practice that has created ways of
thinking, of feeling, and of relating to others and to oneself.
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Engle:

The book Correspondence: Models of Letter-Writing from the Middle Ages to the Nineteenth Century can
give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So just why must
we leave a very important thing like a book Correspondence: Models of Letter-Writing from the Middle
Ages to the Nineteenth Century? Wide variety you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim that
will book can give many information for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer together with
your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you could give for each other; you could share all of
these. Book Correspondence: Models of Letter-Writing from the Middle Ages to the Nineteenth Century has
simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appear the
enormous world by available and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Sandra Davis:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its handle may doesn't
work is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
appear likes. Maybe you answer could be Correspondence: Models of Letter-Writing from the Middle Ages
to the Nineteenth Century why because the amazing cover that make you consider in regards to the content
will not disappoint you. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will
directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Donna Vandyne:

Beside this kind of Correspondence: Models of Letter-Writing from the Middle Ages to the Nineteenth
Century in your phone, it may give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or information. The
information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an
aged people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Correspondence: Models of Letter-Writing from the
Middle Ages to the Nineteenth Century because this book offers for your requirements readable information.
Do you occasionally have book but you don't get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that won't happen if
you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful
island. Use you still want to miss it? Find this book and also read it from currently!

Wilma Tovar:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we would like. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every
year has been exactly added. This book Correspondence: Models of Letter-Writing from the Middle Ages to
the Nineteenth Century was filled in relation to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about
your technology competence. Some people has different feel when they reading the book. If you know how



big advantage of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like currently,
many ways to get book which you wanted.
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