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From 1861 to 1865, some of the most horrific land battles in history were fought at places called Shiloh,
Antietam, and Gettysburg. But while the soil ran with blood, it was the lesser-known naval battles raging for
control of the Gulf of Mexico--the lifeline of supplies and weapons to the Confederacy--that would
determine the outcome of the Civil War.

In this vivid and powerful account, acclaimed historian Jack D. Coombe combines meticulous research with
a breathtaking narrative to re-create the fierce naval battles for the ports around the Gulf, including those at
New Orleans, Mobile Bay, and Vicksburg, with all the adventure and immediacy of a great novel. This is an
extraordinary story of the ingenuity, daring, courage, and--all too often--human folly upon which the fate of
a nation rested.

Coombe takes us inside the suffocating hulls of steam-powered ironclads shuddering under the impact of
cannonballs and battering rams, into nights lit by the fires of burning ships, and into harrowing battles as
gunships hammer away at each other from virtually point-blank range, often unable to tell friend from foe.

From the politicians, industrialists, and engineers on both sides who scrambled to build navies almost from
scratch, to daredevil blockade runners and privateers, and from wily Confederate commanders such as
Raphael Semmes, who bagged sixty-nine Union ships, to a virtually forgotten old naval officer from
Tennesse named David Glasgow Farragut, whose bold and courageous leadership on behalf of the Union
would become the stuff of legend, here are the stories of the men who made history.

Here, too, is a compelling look at the ships, strategies, and pioneering technology that proved the difference
between victory and defeat: the potentially invincible Confederate ironclad Tennessee; the squat, ugly,
much-feared Manasses; the South's explorations into torpedoes, fire rafts, and even the first successful
submarine; and the Union's relentless drive upriver, braving hazards both natural and manmade to run a
fearsome gauntlet of stone citadels bristling with firepower.

Filled with colorful historical characters and unparalleled battle scenes, Gunfire Around the Gulf is an
important addition to the history of a little-known but crucial theater of the Civil War as well as a gripping
and unforgettable read.
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From reader reviews:

John Lee:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
go walking, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open as well as read a book eligible Gunfire
Around the Gulf : The Last Major Naval Campaigns of the Civil War? Maybe it is being best activity for
you. You realize beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can better than
before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have additional opinion?

Patricia Howard:

Now a day people who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each information they get. How a lot more to
be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Studying a book
can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Gunfire Around the Gulf : The Last
Major Naval Campaigns of the Civil War book as this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course
the details in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Lee Nelson:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information today can get by anyone with everywhere.
The information can be a expertise or any news even an issue. What people must be consider any time those
information which is within the former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking seriously which
one is appropriate to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you find the unstable
resource then you get it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take Gunfire Around the Gulf : The Last Major Naval
Campaigns of the Civil War as your daily resource information.

John Jonas:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Gunfire Around the Gulf : The Last
Major Naval Campaigns of the Civil War publication written by well-known writer who really knows well
how to make book which can be understand by anyone who read the book. Written throughout good manner
for you, leaking every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still question
Gunfire Around the Gulf : The Last Major Naval Campaigns of the Civil War as good book not merely by
the cover but also by the content. This is one guide that can break don't evaluate book by its cover, so do you
still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already
alerted you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.
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