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If smoked salmon and cream cheese bring only one thing to mind, you can count yourself among the world’s
millions of bagel mavens. But few people are aware of the bagel’s provenance, let alone its adventuresome
history. This charming book tells the remarkable story of the bagel’s journey from the tables of seventeenth-
century Poland to the freezers of middle America today, a story of often surprising connections between a
cheap market-day snack and centuries of Polish, Jewish, and American history.
 
Research in international archives and numerous personal interviews uncover the bagel’s links with the
defeat of the Turks by Polish King Jan Sobieski in 1683, the Yiddish cultural revival of the late nineteenth
century, and Jewish migration across the Atlantic to America. There the story moves from the bakeries of
New York’s Lower East Side to the Bagel Bakers’ Local 388 Union of the 1960s, and the attentions of the
mob. For all its modest size, the bagel has managed to bridge cultural gaps, rescue kings from obscurity,
charge the emotions, and challenge received wisdom. Maria Balinska weaves together a rich, quirky, and
evocative history of East European Jewry and the unassuming ring-shaped roll the world has taken to its
heart.
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From reader reviews:

Bertha Buentello:

Book is actually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important factor to bring us around the world. Next
to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A publication The Bagel: The Surprising History of a
Modest Bread will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know
about anything. But some of you think this open or reading a new book make you bored. It's not make you
fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or suitable book with you?

Virginia Benoit:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information currently can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be a information or any news even a concern. What people must be consider any time
those information which is from the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking seriously which one
works to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource then
you buy it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will
not happen throughout you if you take The Bagel: The Surprising History of a Modest Bread as your daily
resource information.

James Donofrio:

The reason why? Because this The Bagel: The Surprising History of a Modest Bread is an unordinary book
that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap this but latter it will jolt you with the secret this inside.
Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such awesome way makes
the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning entirely. So ,
it is good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book
will give you a lot of gains than the other book have got such as help improving your proficiency and your
critical thinking way. So , still want to delay having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the publication
store hurriedly.

Jack Harbin:

This The Bagel: The Surprising History of a Modest Bread is brand-new way for you who has attention to
look for some information given it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you in it getting
knowledge more you know or you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this The Bagel: The
Surprising History of a Modest Bread can be the light food for yourself because the information inside that
book is easy to get through anyone. These books develop itself in the form that is certainly reachable by
anyone, yep I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in e-book form make them feel drowsy even
dizzy this guide is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a book especially this one. You can find
actually looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book style for your



better life in addition to knowledge.
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