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In 1845 a young man from Dublin who had been, under his own admission, "indulging in intemperance the
week before" walked into the British Museum and headed for Room Ten where the Portland Vase sat on a
pedestal under a thick, glass case. He waited until the attendant, who was responsible for two rooms, had
strolled next door, then he picked up a handy lump of basalt - a fragment of a monument from the ancient
city of Persepolis - and hurled it at the glass case. The vase that had survived nearly 2000 years was smashed
into 200 pieces. Painstakingly reconstructed and now back on display as one of the British Museum's most
treasured objects, the Portland Vase enjoys a fascinating story. It has passed through the hands of a
remarkable cast of characters - rich and poor, titled and plebeian, famous and obscure. Among its owners
were Flaminio Vacca (the tomb robber, cum budding achaeologist), the Princess of Palestrina (the notorious
gambling addict), Sir William Hamilton (the famous cuckold), Josiah Wedgwood (genius of ceramics) and
Horace Walpole (wit and dilettante). The Duchess of Portland dropped it but it didn't break. Robin Brooks
recreates the lengthy travels and the powerful influence of this unique piece of art, which has long been an
inspiration for artists, poets and historians, together with engaging portraits of the eccentric individuals
through whose hands it has passed.
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From reader reviews:

Brenda Blackmer:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. We all know
that that book is very important for people. The book The Mystery of the Portland Vase ended up being
making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is extremely
advantages for you. The reserve The Mystery of the Portland Vase is not only giving you far more new
information but also for being your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your own personal
spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship together with the book The Mystery of the Portland
Vase. You never sense lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Gayle Anderson:

This The Mystery of the Portland Vase tend to be reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why.
The reason why of this The Mystery of the Portland Vase can be on the list of great books you must have is
giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed anyone with information that perhaps will
shock your earlier knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and
whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed versions. Beside that this The Mystery of the Portland
Vase forcing you to have an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical
thinking that we know it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Dennis Mock:

Precisely why? Because this The Mystery of the Portland Vase is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-
book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will shock you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book
close to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such remarkable way makes the content inside
easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of
advantages than the other book have such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking approach.
So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Lorraine Paisley:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specially book entitled The
Mystery of the Portland Vase your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most
aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written
in a publication then become one application form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get
before. The The Mystery of the Portland Vase giving you another experience more than blown away the
mind but also giving you useful data for your better life on this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing
pattern the following is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like
winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?
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