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"Brilliant miniatures. . . . Like the fables of Calvino, Millhauser, or W.S. Merwin. . . . Beautifully blends
short story and prose poem. . . . Mermaids, subways, floods, cucumbers, magicians. . . .The book is a gallery
of marvels. Phillips guides us through the 'Hall of Nostalgia For Things We Have Never Seen,' 'the factory
where the virgins are made,' and 'the Anne Frank School for Expectant Mothers.' A depressed Noah admits
he 'didn't get them all,' a wife guesses which of two identical men is her husband, a regime orders citizens to
grow raspberries on windowsills. [Helen Phillips'] quietly elegant sentences are as clear as spring water,
haunting as our own childhood memories."—Michael Dirda

"A deeply interesting mind is at work in these wry, lyrical stories. Phillips exploits the duality of our nature
to create a timeless and most engaging collection."—Amy Hempel

"Haunted and lyrical and edible all at once."—Rivka Galchen

A young couple sets out to build a life together in an unstable world haunted by monsters, plagued by
disasters, full of longing—but also one of transformation, wonder, and delight, peopled by the likes of Noah,
Bob Dylan, the Virgin Mary, and Anne Frank. Hovering between reality and fantasy, whimsy and darkness,
these linked fables describe a universe both surreal and familiar.

Helen Phillips received a 2009 Rona Jaffe Writer's Award, 2009 Meridian Editors' Prize, and 2008 Italo
Calvino Fabulist Fiction Prize. Her work has appeared in many literary journals and two anthologies. She
holds degrees from Yale University and Brooklyn College, and teaches creative writing at Brooklyn College.
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From reader reviews:

Larry Brackett:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book thus.
There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new information.
When you read a book you will get new information since book is one of a number of ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, studying a book will make you more imaginative. When you reading
through a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the figures do
it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this And Yet They
Were Happy (LeapLit), you may tells your family, friends and also soon about yours guide. Your knowledge
can inspire the others, make them reading a book.

James Donofrio:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family, or
their particular friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic from
the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to
fill your current free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book is usually option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to
attempt look for book, may be the e-book untitled And Yet They Were Happy (LeapLit) can be good book to
read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Michael Davis:

And Yet They Were Happy (LeapLit) can be one of your nice books that are good idea. Most of us
recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in
language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort
that will put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing And Yet They Were Happy (LeapLit)
however doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource
info that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information may drawn you into brand new stage
of crucial contemplating.

Eric Saunders:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Make an effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its cover
may doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because
fantastic as in the outside appear likes. Maybe you answer could be And Yet They Were Happy (LeapLit)
why because the wonderful cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint you
actually. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide
you to pick up this book.
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