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In this illuminating and deeply moving memoir, a former American military intelligence officer goes beyond
traditional Cold War espionage tales to tell the true story of her family—of five women separated by the Iron
Curtain for more than forty years, and their miraculous reunion after the fall of the Berlin Wall.

Forty Autumns makes visceral the pain and longing of one family forced to live apart in a world divided by
two. At twenty, Hanna escaped from East to West Germany. But the price of freedom—leaving behind her
parents, eight siblings, and family home—was heartbreaking. Uprooted, Hanna eventually moved to
America, where she settled down with her husband and had children of her own.

Growing up near Washington, D.C., Hanna’s daughter, Nina Willner became the first female Army
Intelligence Officer to lead sensitive intelligence operations in East Berlin at the height of the Cold War.
Though only a few miles separated American Nina and her German relatives—grandmother Oma, Aunt
Heidi, and cousin, Cordula, a member of the East German Olympic training team—a bitter political war kept
them apart.

In Forty Autumns, Nina recounts her family’s story—five ordinary lives buffeted by circumstances beyond
their control. She takes us deep into the tumultuous and terrifying world of East Germany under Communist
rule, revealing both the cruel reality her relatives endured and her own experiences as an intelligence officer,
running secret operations behind the Berlin Wall that put her life at risk.

A personal look at a tenuous era that divided a city and a nation, and continues to haunt us, Forty Autumns is
an intimate and beautifully written story of courage, resilience, and love—of five women whose spirits could
not be broken, and who fought to preserve what matters most: family.

Forty Autumns is illustrated with dozens of black-and-white and color photographs.
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From reader reviews:

Kimberly Niemeyer:

The knowledge that you get from Forty Autumns: A Family's Story of Courage and Survival on Both Sides
of the Berlin Wall will be the more deep you excavating the information that hide inside words the more you
get considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Forty Autumns: A
Family's Story of Courage and Survival on Both Sides of the Berlin Wall giving you thrill feeling of reading.
The writer conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood simply by anyone who read the
idea because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. That book also makes your personal
vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style
are available. We suggest you for having that Forty Autumns: A Family's Story of Courage and Survival on
Both Sides of the Berlin Wall instantly.

Joshua Allen:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always aim to and must have the free time or they will get wide range
of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do you have
when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever try this
one, reading guides. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the book you have read is usually
Forty Autumns: A Family's Story of Courage and Survival on Both Sides of the Berlin Wall.

Joan Stump:

Beside this specific Forty Autumns: A Family's Story of Courage and Survival on Both Sides of the Berlin
Wall in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or details. The
information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh in the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel
like an outdated people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Forty Autumns: A Family's Story of
Courage and Survival on Both Sides of the Berlin Wall because this book offers for your requirements
readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you would not get what it's about. Oh come on,
that would not happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable,
including treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss this? Find this book as well as read it from
now!

Brianna Bell:

Reserve is one of source of information. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen want book to know the revise information of year to help year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world.
From the book Forty Autumns: A Family's Story of Courage and Survival on Both Sides of the Berlin Wall
we can take more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? For being creative person must



choose to read a book. Only choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change
your life by this book Forty Autumns: A Family's Story of Courage and Survival on Both Sides of the Berlin
Wall. You can more inviting than now.
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