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In his early thirties, Marcel Duchamp (1887–1968) convinced everyone that he had abandoned making art in
favor of playing chess. But from 1946 to 1966, he was secretly at work in his studio on West 14th Street in
New York City. There he produced his final masterpiece: Étant donnés: 1º la chute d'eau, 2º le gaz
d’éclairage, composed of a battered wood door through which one views a prone, nude female, holding aloft
an antique gas lamp against a landscape of trees, waterfall, and sky. Unveiled as a permanent installation at
the Philadelphia Museum of Art in July 1969, the year after Duchamp’s death, it startled the art world with
its explicit eroticism and voyeurism, as well as its trompe l’oeil realism. Since its public debut, Étant donnés
has been recognized as one of the most important and enigmatic works of the 20th century.
 
Published to commemorate the fortieth anniversary of the original installation of Étant donnés and to
accompany the first major exhibition on the artwork and its studies, this richly illustrated book presents a
wealth of new research and documents that draw upon previously unpublished works of art and materials.
The catalogue also examines the critical and artistic reception of Étant donnés, as evidenced by the
subsequent work of Les Levine, Hannah Wilke, Robert Gober, Marcel Dzama, Ray Johnson, and other artists
who have engaged with Duchamp’s provocative and challenging tableau-construction.
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From reader reviews:

Karen Strickland:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important
thing for us to understand everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or goal; it means that
book has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they acquire because their hobby will be reading a book. What about the person who don't
like studying a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book if they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Marcel Duchamp: Étant donnés (Philadelphia Museum of Art).

Guadalupe Baum:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive
today, people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the actual
crowded place and notice by simply surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have
underestimated that for a while is reading. Sure, by reading a reserve your ability to survive boost then
having chance to remain than other is high. For you personally who want to start reading any book, we give
you that Marcel Duchamp: Étant donnés (Philadelphia Museum of Art) book as beginner and daily reading
e-book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Lorri Nicholson:

The e-book with title Marcel Duchamp: Étant donnés (Philadelphia Museum of Art) contains a lot of
information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This kind of book exist
new knowledge the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world today. That is
important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you in
new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere
you want.

Juanita Bey:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Marcel Duchamp: Étant donnés
(Philadelphia Museum of Art) publication written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make
book which might be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written within good manner for you,
leaking every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still uncertainty Marcel
Duchamp: Étant donnés (Philadelphia Museum of Art) as good book but not only by the cover but also with
the content. This is one guide that can break don't determine book by its handle, so do you still needing
another sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already said so why you have
to listening to a different sixth sense.
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