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In On the Road and other iconic works, Jack Kerouac created a quintessentially American voice and a
revolutionary prose style. This remarkable gathering of previously unpublished writings reveals as
never before the extraordinary literary journey that led to his phenomenal success—a journey with deep roots
in the language and culture of Kerouac’s French Canadian childhood.

Edited and published with unprecedented access to the Kerouac archives, The Unknown Kerouac
presents two lost novels, The Night Is My Woman and Old Bull in the Bowery, which Kerouac wrote in
French during the especially fruitful years of 1951 and 1952. Discovered among his papers in the mid-
nineties, they have been translated into English for the first time by Jean-Christophe Cloutier, who
incorporates Kerouac’s own partial translations.

Also included are two journals from the heart of this same crucial period. In Private Philologies,
Riddles, and a Ten-Day Writing Log, Kerouac recounts a brief stay in Denver—where he works on an early
version of On the Road, reads dime novels, and even rides in a rodeo—and shows him contemplating writers
like Chaucer and Joyce and playing with riddles and etymologies. Journal 1951, begun during a stay in
a Bronx VA hospital, charts, in ecstatic, moving, and self-revealing pages, the wave of insights and
breakthroughs that led Kerouac to the most singular transformation of American prose style since
Hemingway.

This landmark volume is rounded out with the memoir Memory Babe, a poignant evocation of
childhood play and reverie in a robust immigrant community, in which Kerouac uncannily retrieves and
distills the subtlest sense impressions. And finally, in an interview with his longtime friend and fellow Beat
John Clellon Holmes and in the late fragment Beat Spotlight Kerouac reflects on his meteoric career and
unlooked for celebrity.
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From reader reviews:

Kimberly Thibault:

This book untitled The Unknown Kerouac: Rare, Unpublished & Newly Translated Writings (The Library of
America) to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, that is because when you read this book
you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy that book in the book store or you can order it by
means of online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book,
since you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason for you to past this e-book from
your list.

Rose Sosa:

Reading a book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their reader with their
story or perhaps their experience. Not only the story that share in the guides. But also they write about the
information about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
kids, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try to improve
their skill in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write with their book. One of them is
this The Unknown Kerouac: Rare, Unpublished & Newly Translated Writings (The Library of America).

Rodolfo Rodgers:

Reading a book being new life style in this year; every people loves to go through a book. When you study a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, simply because
book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that
you have read. If you need to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, along
with soon. The The Unknown Kerouac: Rare, Unpublished & Newly Translated Writings (The Library of
America) provide you with new experience in reading through a book.

Tamiko Harmon:

This The Unknown Kerouac: Rare, Unpublished & Newly Translated Writings (The Library of America) is
brand new way for you who has fascination to look for some information since it relief your hunger of
knowledge. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having little
bit of digest in reading this The Unknown Kerouac: Rare, Unpublished & Newly Translated Writings (The
Library of America) can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside this book is easy
to get by anyone. These books develop itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-
book contact form. People who think that in reserve form make them feel tired even dizzy this publication is
the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find actually looking



for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book variety for your better life and also
knowledge.
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