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Over an extraordinary twenty-year career, Jane Smiley has written all kinds of novels: mystery, comedy,
historical fiction, epic. “Is there anything Jane Smiley cannot do?” raves Time magazine. But in the wake of
9/11, Smiley faltered in her hitherto unflagging impulse to write and decided to approach novels from a
different angle: she read one hundred of them, from classics such as the thousand-year-old Tale of Genji to
recent fiction by Zadie Smith, Nicholson Baker, and Alice Munro.

Smiley explores–as no novelist has before her–the unparalleled intimacy of reading, why a novel succeeds
(or doesn’t), and how the novel has changed over time. She describes a novelist as “right on the cusp
between someone who knows everything and someone who knows nothing,” yet whose “job and ambition is
to develop a theory of how it feels to be alive.”

In her inimitable style–exuberant, candid, opinionated–Smiley invites us behind the scenes of novel-writing,
sharing her own habits and spilling the secrets of her craft. She walks us step-by-step through the publication
of her most recent novel, Good Faith, and, in two vital chapters on how to write “a novel of your own,”
offers priceless advice to aspiring authors. 

Thirteen Ways of Looking at the Novel may amount to a peculiar form of autobiography. We see Smiley
reading in bed with a chocolate bar; mulling over plot twists while cooking dinner for her family; even, at the
age of twelve, devouring Sherlock Holmes mysteries, which she later realized were among her earliest
literary models for plot and character.

And in an exhilarating conclusion, Smiley considers individually the one hundred books she read, from Don
Quixote to Lolita to Atonement, presenting her own insights and often controversial opinions. In its scope
and gleeful eclecticism, her reading list is one of the most compelling–and surprising–ever assembled.

Engaging, wise, sometimes irreverent, Thirteen Ways is essential reading for anyone who has ever escaped
into the pages of a novel or, for that matter, wanted to write one. In Smiley’s own words, ones she found
herself turning to over the course of her journey: “Read this. I bet you’ll like it.”
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From reader reviews:

John McKenzie:

The book Thirteen Ways of Looking at the Novel can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. So why must we leave the great thing like a book Thirteen Ways of
Looking at the Novel? Some of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim that book can give
many info for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or data
that you take for that, you may give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Thirteen Ways of
Looking at the Novel has simple shape but you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can
appear the enormous world by start and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Karen McCarthy:

The reason? Because this Thirteen Ways of Looking at the Novel is an unordinary book that the inside of the
e-book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will shock you with the secret this inside. Reading this
book next to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such awesome way makes the content
interior easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you
because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a
lot of positive aspects than the other book get such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking
means. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I have been you I will go to the e-book store
hurriedly.

Robert Olsen:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You
will see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The particular book that recommended to
you personally is Thirteen Ways of Looking at the Novel this book consist a lot of the information with the
condition of this world now. That book was represented how does the world has grown up. The terminology
styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some study when he
makes this book. Here is why this book ideal all of you.

William Reyes:

You will get this Thirteen Ways of Looking at the Novel by look at the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or
reviewing it can to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book
are various. Not only by simply written or printed but can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the
modern era including now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what your problem.
Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to
arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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