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Richard Wagner's Die Meistersinger has always called forth superlatives from those who have fallen under
its spell. Toscanini wanted to lay his baton down for the last time only after he had conducted a performance
of it. Paderewski called it 'the greatest work of genius ever achieved by any artist in any field of human
endeavour.' H.L. Mencken declared, 'It took more skill to plan and write it than it took to plan and write the
whole canon of Shakespeare.'

And yet Wagner's many-splendoured comedy has come under severe criticism in recent years for what has
been called its 'dark underside,' its 'fascist brutality,' and its 'ugly anti-Semitism.' In Wagner and the Wonder
of Art, renowned opera expert M. Owen Lee addresses that criticism. He also provides an introduction to the
opera and an analysis that will surprise even those veteran operagoers who may not have explored the work's
intricate structure and the emotional drama at its centre. The book includes the on-air commentary that
Father Lee gave during the first radio broadcast from the Metropolitan Opera after the events of 9/11. He
thought it necessary, after attempting to refute the charges leveled against Wagner's opera, to say something
about its truthfulness, its life-affirming music, its insight into the madness that can destroy human lives, and
its witness to the importance of art for the survival of our civilizations.
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From reader reviews:

Lawrence Gregory:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like
reading book so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a publication will give you a lot
of new info. When you read a publication you will get new information since book is one of a number of
ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, studying a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially hype book the author will bring someone to
imagine the story how the personas do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other
people. When you read this Wagner and the Wonder of Art: An Introduction to Die Meistersinger, you may
tells your family, friends and also soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make
them reading a reserve.

Bobby Morrison:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With studying you can get a
lot of information which will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire all their reader with their
story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the publications. But also they write
about the ability about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always
try to improve their talent in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write with their book.
One of them is this Wagner and the Wonder of Art: An Introduction to Die Meistersinger.

Jacob Smith:

Reading a book to get new life style in this yr; every people loves to read a book. When you examine a book
you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. If you wish to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and also soon. The
Wagner and the Wonder of Art: An Introduction to Die Meistersinger offer you a new experience in looking
at a book.

Katherine Shadrick:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This kind of Wagner and the Wonder of Art: An Introduction to
Die Meistersinger can give you a lot of friends because by you considering this one book you have point that
they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to
get success. This e-book offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than



various other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? We should have Wagner and the
Wonder of Art: An Introduction to Die Meistersinger.
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