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As the twenty-first century dawned, social democratic parties across Europe and beyond found themselves
newly, and rather surprisingly, in the ascendant. Britain's New Labour was only the most spectacular in a
whole series of political restorations. For many, this renewal only became possible when 'modernizing' social
democratic parties jettisoned their old ideological and institutional baggage, setting off down a 'third way'
that rejected the outmoded ideas of both left and right. The argument of Hard Choices is that this view is
doubly misleading: it misrepresents the past and misunderstands the present.

The first half of the book restores some of the complexity to social democracy's past and shows that it was
much more subtle, varied and intelligent than its latter-day critics suppose. Turning to the present, the second
half of the book shows how a few contemporary half-truths - relating to globalization and demographic
change - have been used to justify the abandonment of the defining core of a social democratic politics. The
book does not argue that 'nothing has really changed'. In fact, a great deal has changed and policy-makers
have to adjust to a range of new circumstances, constraints (and opportunities). But those who exhort us
simply to abandon the 'traditional' terrain of the centre-left are wrong. Social democracy remains just what it
always was - a politics of messy compromises and hard choices.

This book will appeal to undergraduates, postgraduates and scholars in politics, social policy and political
sociology, as well as the interested general reader.
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From reader reviews:

Drew Poland:

The event that you get from Hard Choices: Social Democracy in the Twenty-First Century is the more deep
you digging the information that hide within the words the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't
mean that this book is hard to recognise but Hard Choices: Social Democracy in the Twenty-First Century
giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in a number of way that can be
understood simply by anyone who read the item because the author of this reserve is well-known enough.
This book also makes your vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go along
with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this Hard Choices:
Social Democracy in the Twenty-First Century instantly.

Denise Zimmerman:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book thus.
There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new data. When
you read a reserve you will get new information simply because book is one of various ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you examining a book especially hype book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to others. When you read this Hard
Choices: Social Democracy in the Twenty-First Century, you could tells your family, friends as well as soon
about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a publication.

Becky Duncan:

Beside that Hard Choices: Social Democracy in the Twenty-First Century in your phone, it can give you a
way to get closer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you are going to got
here is fresh through the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow
small town. It is good thing to have Hard Choices: Social Democracy in the Twenty-First Century because
this book offers for you readable information. Do you often have book but you seldom get what it's exactly
about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable option
here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the
item? Find this book and also read it from at this point!

Salina Rodriguez:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got students? We believe that that
question was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby.
And also you know that little person including reading or as looking at become their hobby. You should
know that reading is very important in addition to book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to
provide you knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update in



relation to something by book. Many kinds of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of
them is this Hard Choices: Social Democracy in the Twenty-First Century.
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