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One of the pre-eminent scholarsin the history and theory of European socialism, John Kautsky in this
volume devel ops the argument that Marxism and Leninism are two quite different ideologies. He
counterposes this view with the commonly accepted one of Leninism as simply one form that Marxism took
in the course of its evolution. The easy identification of Marxism and Leninism with each other has been
responsible for great confusion in the realm of both scholarly and political discourse.

Kautsky devel ops his position within the tradition of the sociology of knowledge, by the close examination
of the different meanings of the Marxist vocabulary as it was used by Marxists and Leninists. His frame of
reference turns on the position of labor in turn-of-the-century industrial Europe and the role of modernizing
intellectuals in underdevel oped countries. While the vocabulary used was often common to Marx and Lenin,
Marxism was explicitly concerned with appeals to workersin industrial nations such as Germany and
Austria, whereas L eninism appeals to revolutionaries in underdevel oped nations such as Russia and China.

Whatever be the current assessment of the future of socialism and communism, Kautsky holdsthat it is
important to study the core structure of both Marxism and L eninism, since they were major phenomena that
powerfully affected the world in the twentieth century. Beyond that, in dealing with how different ideologies
can be ensconced within the same rhetoric, the book offers an outstanding entrance into the sociology of
knowledge as atool for political analysis. Thisis aunique work in the function of language no less than the
nature of ideology.

The work is divided into five parts: Two environments, two ideologies, one terminology. The evolution of
Marxism, its appeals in the German Empire. The evolution of Leninism, its appealsto stratainvolved in
making modernizing revolutions. The differential outcomes of Marxism in the East and Leninism in the
West. And finally, an examination of why Marxism and Leninism have been seen asasingleideology. In a
new essay prepared for this new edition, Kautsky provides important autobiographical aswell as historical
reflections on how this book fits into the overall pattern of the author's work.
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From reader reviews:
Rosa Nguyen:

The book Marxism and Leninism: An Essay in the Sociology of Knowledge can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the great thing like a book Marxism and
Leninism: An Essay in the Sociology of Knowledge? A number of you have a different opinion about e-
book. But one aim that will book can give many datafor us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer
along with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you can give for each other; you are able
to share all of these. Book Marxism and Leninism: An Essay in the Sociology of Knowledge has simple
shape but you know: it has great and big function for you. Y ou can search the enormous world by open up
and read aguide. So it is very wonderful.

Tamara Evans:

This Marxism and Leninism: An Essay in the Sociology of Knowledge book is simply not ordinary book,
you have after that it the world isin your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is usually
information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper you actually
read alot of information you will get. This Marxism and Leninism: An Essay in the Sociology of Knowledge
without we comprehend teach the one who studying it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't
become worry Marxism and Leninism: An Essay in the Sociology of Knowledge can bring once you are and
not make your case space or bookshelves grow to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop
even mobile phone. This Marxism and Leninism: An Essay in the Sociology of Knowledge having great
arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Karen Tullis;

Y our reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Marxism and Leninism: An Essay in the
Sociology of Knowledge guide written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that
may be understand by anyone who al read the book. Written with good manner for you, dripping every ideas
and publishing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still uncertainty Marxism and Leninism: An
Essay in the Sociology of Knowledge as good book but not only by the cover but also through the content.
Thisis one publication that can break don't eval uate book by its deal with, so do you still needing yet another
sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already alerted you so why you have
to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Alice Prahl:

Aswe know that book isimportant thing to add our understanding for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we would like. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year
was exactly added. Thisreserve Marxism and Leninism: An Essay in the Sociology of Knowledge wasfilled
concerning science. Spend your extratime to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence.



Some peopl e has severa feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can
really feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern eralike at this point, many ways to get book which you
wanted.
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