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The spectacular growth in the 1970s and 1980s of the Marxist literature on politics and the state in capitalist
society was hailed at the time as cumulative proof of Marxism's success in producing an effective theory of
the political superstructure. More generally, it was seen as confirmation of the health and vigor of Marxist
theory. Axel van den Berg questions both of these claims. Through comprehensive analysis of Marxist
thought on bourgeois politics and the state, from that produced by Marx himself on, van den Berg radically
challenges the viability of a distinctly Marxist theory of the state and of recent Marxist theorizing in general.

In an exhaustive review of the literature, van den Berg shows that neo-Marxist theories are, for the most part,
not empirically testable. To the extent that it is possible to draw any empirical implications from these
theories at all, such implications are virtually indistinguishable from those of "bourgeois" theories. Van den
Berg proceeds to lay bare the contradiction at the heart of Marxist theory in general: it presupposes the
viability and desirability of some ideal socialist society yet its "anti-utopian" insistence that all criticisms of
capitalism must rest on foundations immanent in capitalism itself prohibits any open discussion of such a
utopia. Now available in paperback, this is a fundamental work for political and social theorists.

"This work is brilliant in its polemical courage, its originality, and its detailed and revealing examination of
texts. Van den Berg demonstrates that postwar Marxist political theory and sociology is not only vague and
contradictory but that it actually makes critical concessions to the bourgeois thought' it claims to surpass.
Appearing in the midst of afar-reaching reconsideration of the Marxism project in Europe, this volume
crystallizes these issues for North American social science..."--Jeffrey Alexander, University of California,
Los Angeles.

"Van den Berg has made a major contribution to the long overdue relegation of Marxism to the museum of
nineteenth-century ideological antiquities."--Dennis Wrong, Contemporary Sociology.

Axel van den Berg is a Dutch-Canadian professor of sociology at McGill University in Montreal. His most
recent work is The Social Sciences and Rationality.
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From reader reviews:

Rosa Tarpley:

What do you regarding book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what you problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man? If you don't have
spare time to try and do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have time?
What did you do? All people has many questions above. They must answer that question simply because just
their can do this. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is proper. Because
start from on pre-school until university need this particular The Immanent Utopia: From Marxism on the
State to the State of Marxism to read.

Dennis Taylor:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated that for a while is reading.
Yep, by reading a reserve your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand up than other is high.
In your case who want to start reading any book, we give you that The Immanent Utopia: From Marxism on
the State to the State of Marxism book as beginner and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is
usually more than just a book.

Fern Marshall:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their very own reader with their story or
their experience. Not only situation that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the knowledge about
something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young ones, there
are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their ability in writing,
they also doing some study before they write to the book. One of them is this The Immanent Utopia: From
Marxism on the State to the State of Marxism.

Robert Oshea:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity along with family
or just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It fine
you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like The Immanent Utopia:
From Marxism on the State to the State of Marxism which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this
book? Let's find.
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