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“Willy Ley has been a mystery among spaceflight historians for many years. His role as science writer,
advocate, and popularizer is known to many but understood by few. This book unpacks that story.”—Roger
D. Launius, associate director for collections and curatorial affairs, National Air and Space Museum
 
“Ley lit the fire of interplanetary enthusiasm in the hearts of generations of young space cadets. Long
overdue, this biography establishes the details and the ups and downs of Willy Ley’s career.”—Tom D.
Crouch, author of Lighter-Than-Air: An Illustrated History of Balloons and Airships
 
“An insightful biography of one of the great popularizers of space exploration. Beyond recovering the
fascinating and many contradictory aspects of Willy Ley’s extraordinary life, Buss has provided a valuable
case study of the complex relationship between science popularization, mass media, and scientific advocacy
in the twentieth century.”—Asif A. Siddiqi, author of The Red Rockets’ Glare: Spaceflight and The Soviet
Imagination, 1857–1957
 
“Beautifully written. Reveals the vicissitudes of an extraordinarily interesting life.”—Michael J. Neufeld,
author of Von Braun: Dreamer of Space, Engineer of War
 
Science writer Willy Ley inspired Americans of all ages to imagine a future of interplanetary travel long
before space shuttles existed. This is the first biography of an important public figure who predicted and
boosted the rise of the Space Age, yet has been overlooked in the history of science.
           
Born in Germany, Ley became involved in amateur rocketry until the field was taken over by the Nazi
regime. He fled to America, where he forged a path as a weapons expert and journalist during World War II,
and as a rocket researcher after the war. As America’s foremost authority on rockets and space travel, he
wrote many books and articles for science fiction magazines. He was a consultant for television’s Tom
Corbett, Space Cadet and the Disney program Man in Space, thrilling public audiences with a romanticized
view of what spaceflight would be like.

Yet as astronauts took center stage and scientific intellectuals such as Wernher von Braun became influential
during the space race, Ley lost his celebrity status. He was ignored by younger historians who saw his style
of popular writing as old-fashioned. This book returns Willy Ley to his rightful place as the energizer of an
era—a time when scientists and science popularizers shared prestige and mixed ranks to make outlandish
dreams come true.
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From reader reviews:

Ramona Johnson:

The particular book Willy Ley: Prophet of the Space Age will bring someone to the new experience of
reading the book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book you just
read, this book very suitable to you. The book Willy Ley: Prophet of the Space Age is much recommended to
you to learn. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can more readily to read the
book.

Melvin Wilhelm:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
are ride on and with addition details. Even you love Willy Ley: Prophet of the Space Age, it is possible to
enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can
happen its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

John Almanzar:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to choose book
like comic, short story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not seeking Willy Ley: Prophet of the
Space Age that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading
habit all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world far better then how they react
when it comes to the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading practice only for the geeky man or
woman but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all of you who want to start examining as
your good habit, you may pick Willy Ley: Prophet of the Space Age become your current starter.

Florence Ross:

A lot of people said that they feel weary when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose typically the book Willy Ley: Prophet of the Space Age to
make your personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading skill is developing when you such
as reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the opinion about book
and studying especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to open a book and learn it. Beside that
the guide Willy Ley: Prophet of the Space Age can to be your new friend when you're sense alone and
confuse with the information must you're doing of their time.
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