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During World War 11 51,000 Italian prisoners of war were detained in the United States. When Italy signed
an armistice with the Alliesin September 1943, most of these soldiers agreed to swear allegiance to the
United States and to collaborate in the fight against Germany. At the Letterkenny Army Depot, |ocated near
Chambersburg, Pennsylvania, more than 1,200 Italian soldiers were detained as co-operators. They arrived in
May 1944 to form the 321% Italian Quartermaster Battalion and remained until October 1945.

As detainees, the soldiers helped to order, stock, repair, and ship military goods, munitions and equipment to
the Pacific and European Theaters of war. Through such labor, they lent their collective energy to the
massive home front endeavor to defeat the Axis Powers. The prisoners aso helped to construct the depot
itself, building roads, sidewalks, and fences, along with individual buildings such as an assembly hall,
amphitheater, swimming pool, and a chapel and bell tower. The latter of these two constructions still exist,
and together with the assembly hall, bear eloquent testimony to the Italian POW experience. For their work
the Italian co-operators received a very modest, regular salary, and they experienced more freedom than
regular POWSs. In their spare time, they often had liberty to leave the post in groups that American soldiers
chaperoned. Additionally, they frequently received or visited large entourages of Italian Americans from the
Mid-Atlantic region who were eager to comfort their erstwhile countrymen.

The story of these Italian soldiers detained at L etterkenny has never before been told. Now, however, ora
histories from surviving POWs, memoirs generously donated by family members of ex-prisoners, and the
rich information newly available from archival materia in Italy, aided by material found in the U.S., have
made it possible to reconstruct this experience in full.

All of this historical documentation has also allowed the authorsto tell fascinating individual stories from the
moment when many POWSs were captured to their return to Italy and beyond. More than seventy years since
the end of World War I, family members of ex-POWSsin both the United States and Italy still enjoy the
positive legacy of this encounter.
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From reader reviews:
Ernest Baker:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing
for usto find out everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is reading a book. Think about the person who don't like looking
at a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book after they found difficult problem as well as exercise.
Well, probably you will require this Italian Prisoners of War in Pennsylvania: Allies on the Home Front,
1944-1945 (The Fairleigh Dickinson University Press Seriesin Italian Studies).

Alfred Cox:

Book isto be different for each grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important for us. The book Italian Prisoners of War in Pennsylvania: Allies on
the Home Front, 1944-1945 (The Fairleigh Dickinson University Press Seriesin Italian Studies) has been
making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is very
advantages for you. The guide Italian Prisoners of War in Pennsylvania: Allies on the Home Front, 1944-
1945 (The Fairleigh Dickinson University Press Seriesin Italian Studies) is not only giving you considerably
more new information but also to become your friend when you experience bored. Y ou can spend your
spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship with all the book Italian Prisoners of War in
Pennsylvania: Allies on the Home Front, 1944-1945 (The Fairleigh Dickinson University Press Seriesin
Italian Studies). Y ou never sense lose out for everything in case you read some books.

JaneKim:

Beside this particular Italian Prisoners of War in Pennsylvania: Allies on the Home Front, 1944-1945 (The
Fairleigh Dickinson University Press Seriesin Italian Studies) in your phone, it could give you away to get
more close to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you might got hereis
fresh through the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow commune.
It isgood thing to have Italian Prisoners of War in Pennsylvania: Allies on the Home Front, 1944-1945 (The
Fairleigh Dickinson University Press Seriesin Italian Studies) because this book offers to you personaly
readable information. Do you at times have book but you rarely get what it's about. Oh come on, that will not
end up to happen if you have thisinside your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, just
like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the item? Find this book and also read it from
now!

Charles Parker:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge as aresult. Y ou can take knowledge and information



originating from a book. Book is written or printed or highlighted from each source in which filled update of
news. Within this modern eralike currently, many ways to get information are available for you actually.
From media social just like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, new and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book?
Or just searching for the Italian Prisoners of War in Pennsylvania: Allies on the Home Front, 1944-1945
(The Fairleigh Dickinson University Press Seriesin Italian Studies) when you desired it?
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