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The extraordinary manuscripts of Timbuktu: invaluable historical documents, objects of tremendous
beauty, and a testament to a great center of learning and civilization.

For centuries, trading caravans made epic journeys across the Saharan sands to reach the markets of the
legendary city of Timbuktu, where they traded salt, gold, slaves, textiles?and books. By the mid-fifteenth
century, Timbuktu had become a major center of Islamic literary culture and scholarship. The city's libraries
were repositories of all the world's learning, housing not only works by Arab and Islamic writers but also
volumes from the classical Greek and Roman worlds and studies by contemporary scholars.

The astonishing manuscripts of Timbuktu form the lavish visual heart of this book. Beautifully graphic,
occasionally decorated, these exquisite artifacts reveal great craftsmanship as well as learning. All were
written in the Arabic script, but not all are in Arabic, for they also feature a range of local African languages.

Aside from scholarly works, the surviving manuscripts include a wealth of correspondence between rulers,
advisers, and merchants on subjects as various as taxation, commerce, marriage, divorce, adoption,
breastfeeding, and prostitution, providing a vivid insight into the ordinary life and values of the day.
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From reader reviews:

Geraldine Noll:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a e-book will give you a lot
of new details. When you read a reserve you will get new information mainly because book is one of a
number of ways to share the information or their idea. Second, examining a book will make you actually
more imaginative. When you examining a book especially fiction book the author will bring someone to
imagine the story how the personas do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to others.
When you read this The Hidden Treasures of Timbuktu: Rediscovering Africa's Literary Culture, you are
able to tells your family, friends along with soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the others,
make them reading a e-book.

Elliott Salazar:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just
watching TV, or perhaps playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that's
look different you can read a book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book which you read you can
spent 24 hours a day to reading a reserve. The book The Hidden Treasures of Timbuktu: Rediscovering
Africa's Literary Culture it is very good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. We
were holding enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can
buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book through your smart phone. The price is
not to fund but this book offers high quality.

Della Ferguson:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, brief story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not striving The Hidden Treasures of
Timbuktu: Rediscovering Africa's Literary Culture that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied
through reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to
know world far better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading
behavior only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all of you who
want to start studying as your good habit, you are able to pick The Hidden Treasures of Timbuktu:
Rediscovering Africa's Literary Culture become your starter.

Lois Bottoms:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
easier to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and



soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The particular book
that recommended to you is The Hidden Treasures of Timbuktu: Rediscovering Africa's Literary Culture this
reserve consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This book was represented how
does the world has grown up. The words styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. Typically
the writer made some exploration when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book acceptable all of
you.
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