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In 1893, the Washington State legislature quietly began passing a set of laws that essentially made
homosexuality, and eventually even the discussion of homosexuality, a crime. A century later Mike Lowry
became the first governor of the state to address the annual lesbian and gay pride rally in Seattle. Gay Seattle
traces the evolution of Seattle’s gay community in those 100 turbulent years, telling through a century of
stories how gays and lesbians have sought to achieve a sense of belonging in Seattle.

Gary Atkins recounts the demonization of gays by social crusaders around the turn of the century, the earliest
prosecutions for sodomy, the official harassment and discrimination through most of the twentieth century,
and the medical discrimination and commitment to mental hospitals that continued into the 1970s as
homosexuality was diagnosed as a disease that could be "cured."

Places of refuge from this imposed social exile were created in underground theater and dance clubs: the
Gold Rush-era burlesque shows, modern drag theater, and in mid-century the emergence of openly gay bars,
from the Casino to Shelley’s Leg. Many of these were subjected to steady exploitation by corrupt police -
until bar owner MacIver Wells and two Seattle Times reporters exposed the racket.

The increasingly public presence of gays in Seattle was accompanied by the gradual coalescence of social
services and self-help organizations such as the Dorian Society, gay businesses and advocacy groups
including the Greater Seattle Business Association, and the stormy relationship between the Vatican,
Seattle's Catholic hierarchy, and gay worshippers.

Atkins’ narrative reveals the complex and often frustrating process of claiming a civic life, showing how
gays and lesbians have engaged in a multilayered struggle for social acceptance against the forces of state
and city politics, the police, the media, and public opinion. The emergence of mainstream political activism
in the 1970s, and ultimately the election of Cal Anderson and other openly gay officials to the state
legislature and city council, were momentous events, yet shadowed by the devastating rise of AIDS and its
effect on the homosexual community as a whole.

These stories of exile and belonging draw on numerous original interviews as well as case studies of
individuals and organizations that played important roles in the history of Seattle’s gay and lesbian
community. Collectively, they are a powerful testament to the endurance and fortitude of this minority
community, revealing the ways a previously hidden sexual minority "comes out" as a people and establishes
a public presence in the face of challenges from within and without.
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From reader reviews:

Latrice Miller:

The knowledge that you get from Gay Seattle: Stories of Exile and Belonging may be the more deep you
digging the information that hide in the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean
that this book is hard to understand but Gay Seattle: Stories of Exile and Belonging giving you thrill feeling
of reading. The article author conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by anyone who read
the idea because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your
vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-
book style are available. We propose you for having this particular Gay Seattle: Stories of Exile and
Belonging instantly.

Malcolm Lee:

Beside this particular Gay Seattle: Stories of Exile and Belonging in your phone, it may give you a way to
get closer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh
through the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow commune. It is
good thing to have Gay Seattle: Stories of Exile and Belonging because this book offers to your account
readable information. Do you at times have book but you do not get what it's interesting features of. Oh
come on, that won't happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be
questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss this? Find this book in
addition to read it from now!

Angel Sherrill:

You can obtain this Gay Seattle: Stories of Exile and Belonging by look at the bookstore or Mall. Just
viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of
this e-book are various. Not only by simply written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book simply
by e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching
what your problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your e-book. It is
most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose right
ways for you.

Barbara Jackson:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is composed or printed or highlighted from each source this filled update of news. On this
modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social such as
newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just seeking
the Gay Seattle: Stories of Exile and Belonging when you desired it?
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