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How do lawyers, judges and jurors read novels? And what is at stake when literature and law confront each
other in the courtroom? Nineteenth-century England and France are remembered for their active legal
prosecution of literature, and this book examines the ways in which five novels were interpreted in the
courtroom: Gustave Flaubert’s Madame Bovary, Paul Bonnetain’s Charlot s’amuse, Henry Vizetelly’s
English translation of Émile Zola’s La Terre, Oscar Wilde’s The Picture of Dorian Gray and Radclyffe
Hall’s The Well of Loneliness. It argues that each of these novels attracted legal censure because they
presented figures of sexual dissidence – the androgyne, the onanist or masturbator, the patricide, the
homosexual and the lesbian – that called into question an increasingly fragile normative, middleclass
masculinity. Offering close readings of the novels themselves, and of legal material from the proceedings,
such as the trial transcripts and judicial opinions, the book addresses both the doctrinal dimensions of
Victorian obscenity and censorship, as well as the reading practices at work in the courtroom. It situates the
cases in their historical context, and highlights how each trial constitutes a scene of reading – an encounter
between literature and the law – through which different forms of masculinity were shaped, bolstered or
challenged.
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From reader reviews:

Jason Hill:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a publication your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stay than other
is high. For you who want to start reading a new book, we give you this specific Masculinity and the Trials
of Modern Fiction book as beginner and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is usually more than
just a book.

Dave Thomas:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be up-date about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era and that is always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know what one you should start with. This Masculinity and the Trials of
Modern Fiction is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you
want and want in this era.

Chad Wright:

Now a day those who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not need people to be aware of each details they get. How individuals to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Studying a book can
help individuals out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Masculinity and the Trials of Modern Fiction
book since this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred %
guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Ricardo Hempel:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got students? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. Therefore
you know that little person including reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to
understand that reading is very important along with book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to
provide you knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update about
something by book. Different categories of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them are
these claims Masculinity and the Trials of Modern Fiction.
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