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Considered by many to be the godfather of R& B, Johnny Otis—musician, producer, artist, entrepreneur,
pastor, disc jockey, writer, and tireless fighter for racial equality—has had a remarkable life by any measure.
In thisfirst biography of Otis, George Lipsitz tells the largely unknown story of atowering figure in the
history of African American music and culture who was, by his own description, “black by persuasion.”

Born to Greek immigrant parentsin Vallgjo, California, in 1921, Otis grew up in an integrated neighborhood
and identified deeply with black music and culture from an early age. He moved to L os Angeles as a young
man and submerged himself in the city’ s vibrant African American cultural life, centered on Central Avenue
and its thriving music scene. Otis began his six-decade career in music playing drums in territory swing
bands in the 1930s. He went on to lead his own band in the 1940s and open the Barrelhouse nightclub in
Watts. His R& B band had seventeen Top 40 hits between 1950 and 1969, including “Willie and the Hand
Jive.” Asaproducer and A& R man, Otis discovered such legends as Etta James, Jackie Wilson, and Big
Mama Thornton.

Otis also wrote a column for the Sentinel, one of L.A." s leading black newspapers, became pastor of his own
interracial church, hosted popular radio and television shows that introduced millionsto music by African
American artists, and was lauded as businessman of the year in a 1951 cover story in Negro Achievements
magazine. Throughout his career Otis' s driving passion has been his fearless and unyielding opposition to
racial injustice, whether protesting on the front lines, exposing racism and championing the accomplishments
of black Americans, or promoting African American musicians.

Midnight at the Barrelhouse is a chronicle of aliferich in both incident and inspiration, aswell as an
exploration of the complicated nature of race relations in twentieth-century America. Otis stotal
commitment to black culture and transcendence of racial boundaries, Lipsitz shows, teach important lessons
about identity, race, and power while encapsulating the contradictions of racism in American society.
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From reader reviews:
SheilaWalker:

Do you considered one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guysthis particular aren't like that. This Midnight at the Barrelhouse: The Johnny Otis Story book is
readable simply by you who hate those perfect word style. Y ou will find the info here are arrange for
enjoyable reading experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you.
The writer associated with Midnight at the Barrelhouse: The Johnny Otis Story content conveys objective
easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it
just different asit. So, do you continue to thinking Midnight at the Barrelhouse: The Johnny Otis Story is
not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Ila Robinette:

This book untitled Midnight at the Barrelhouse: The Johnny Otis Story to be one of several books that will
best sdller in thisyear, that is because when you read this reserve you can get alot of benefit upon it. You
will easily to buy this book in the book retail store or you can order it by way of online. The publisher of this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, since you can read this book in your Touch
screen phone. So thereis no reason to your account to past this publication from your list.

Jose Banks:

This Midnight at the Barrelhouse: The Johnny Otis Story is great reserve for you because the content that is
full of information for you who also always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute.
This book reveal it details accurately using great coordinate word or we can point out no rambling sentences
insideit. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only gives
you straight forward sentences but tough core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having
Midnight at the Barrelhouse: The Johnny Otis Story in your hand like getting the world in your arm, details
initisnot ridiculous asingle. We can say that no e-book that offer you world with ten or fifteen moment
right but this e-book already do that. So , thisis good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you
still doubt which?

Mason Childress:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs. You can get it by internet on social media. Y ou can choose the top
book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It isreferred to as of book Midnight at
the Barrelhouse: The Johnny Otis Story. Y ou can include your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed
book, it might add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most essential that, you must
aware about reserve. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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