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In 2010 Written in Blood: The History of Fort Worth’s Fallen Lawmen, Volume 1, told the stories of thirteen
Fort Worth law officers who died in the line of duty between 1861 and 1909. Now Richard F. Selcer and
Kevin S. Foster are back with Volume 2 covering another baker’s dozen line-of-duty deaths that occurred
between 1910 and 1928. The stories are grouped into two sections: “When Blood Ran in the Streets, 1910-
1919” and “Life Was Cheap, 1920-1928.” Not counting the two officers who died of natural causes
(meningitis and drowning), these are more tales of murder, mayhem, and dirty work from all branches of
local law enforcement: police, sheriff’s deputies, constables, and special officers, just like in Volume 1.

This era was, if anything, bloodier than the preceding era of the first volume. Fort Worth experienced a race
riot, two lynchings, and martial law imposed by the U.S. Army while Camp Bowie was operating.
Bushwhacking (such as happened to Peter Howard in 1915) and assassinations (such as happened to Jeff
Couch in 1920) replaced blood feuds and old-fashioned shootouts as leading causes of death among lawmen.
Violence was not confined to the streets either; a Police Commissioner was gunned down in his city hall
office in 1917. Even the new category of “vehicular homicide” claimed a lawman’s life.

Selcer and Foster also relate the story of their murderers and of the times. Every chapter follows the arrest
and trial of the perp(s) and their ultimate fate. How some of the accused were treated by the justice system
and how they ended up will surprise you. Woven throughout is the story of law enforcement and the criminal
justice system in the early 20th century, including the move from horseback to motorized transportation; how
the FWPD wrestled with the city’s growing ethnic communities; bonding procedures back when policemen
issued “bonds,” not tickets; and the insidious influence of the KKK in local law enforcement. Forensics
science changed how crimes were solved, even if they were solved. Throughout it all, the man wearing the
badge was always the front line of civilization. He laid his life on the line every time he stepped out onto the
street. As a result some men bought life insurance (something else new); some men did not marry.

There are no saints here. These thirteen officers were all flesh-and-blood men. And their killers were not all
mustache-twirling villains. Juries sometimes had trouble making the distinction, too. Written in Blood
Volume 2 continues the story begun in the first volume, but it also stands alone as a fascinating slice of Fort
Worth history and an examination of law enforcement in the old days.
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From reader reviews:

Andrew Meadows:

Within other case, little people like to read book Written in Blood: The History of Fort Worth's Fallen
Lawmen, Volume 2, 1910-1928. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Provided that we
know about how is important the book Written in Blood: The History of Fort Worth's Fallen Lawmen,
Volume 2, 1910-1928. You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by just a book.
Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can realize everything! From your country until eventually
foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you can know that. In this
era, we could open a book or perhaps searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You need to use it
when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's examine.

Walter Crouse:

Here thing why this Written in Blood: The History of Fort Worth's Fallen Lawmen, Volume 2, 1910-1928
are different and dependable to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good nonetheless it depends in
the content of computer which is the content is as delightful as food or not. Written in Blood: The History of
Fort Worth's Fallen Lawmen, Volume 2, 1910-1928 giving you information deeper since different ways, you
can find any reserve out there but there is no publication that similar with Written in Blood: The History of
Fort Worth's Fallen Lawmen, Volume 2, 1910-1928. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your
current eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you.
It is possible to bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your approach home by train. If you are
having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of Written in Blood: The History of Fort
Worth's Fallen Lawmen, Volume 2, 1910-1928 in e-book can be your option.

Roxanne Mazon:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the subject Written in Blood:
The History of Fort Worth's Fallen Lawmen, Volume 2, 1910-1928 suitable to you? The book was written by
popular writer in this era. Often the book untitled Written in Blood: The History of Fort Worth's Fallen
Lawmen, Volume 2, 1910-1928is the main of several books that everyone read now. This specific book was
inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new dimensions that
you ever know before. The author explained their concept in the simple way, therefore all of people can
easily to know the core of this book. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world
now. To help you to see the represented of the world in this book.

Jake Harris:

You will get this Written in Blood: The History of Fort Worth's Fallen Lawmen, Volume 2, 1910-1928 by
browse the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve trouble if
you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only through written or printed



but can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking by your
local mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more
information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are
still up-date. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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