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Collecting Italian Renaissance paintings during America’s Gilded Age was fraught with risk because of the
uncertain identities of the artists and the conflicting interests of the dealers. Stanley Mazaroff’s fascinating
account of the close relationship between Henry Walters, founder of the legendary Walters Art Museum in
Baltimore, and Bernard Berenson, the era’s preeminent connoisseur of Italian paintings, richly illustrates this
important chapter of America’s cultural history.

When Walters opened his Italianate museum in 1909, it was labeled as America’s "Great Temple of Art."
With more than 500 Italian paintings, including self-portraits purportedly by Raphael and Michelangelo,
Walters’s collection was compared favorably with the great collections in London, Paris, and Berlin. In the
midst of this fanfare, Berenson contacted Walters and offered to analyze his collection, sell him additional
paintings, and write a scholarly catalogue that would trumpet the collection on both sides of the Atlantic.
What Berenson offered was what Walters desperately needed?a badge of scholarship that Berenson’s
invaluable imprimatur would undoubtedly bring.

By 1912, Walters had become Berenson’s most active client, their business alliance wrapped in a warm and
personal friendship. But this relationship soon became strained and was finally severed by a confluence of
broken promises, inattention, deceit, and ethical conflict. To Walters’s chagrin, Berenson swept away the
self-portraits allegedly by Raphael and Michelangelo and publicly scorned paintings that he was supposed to
praise. Though painful to Walters, Berenson’s guidance ultimately led to a panoramic collection that
beautifully told the great history of Italian Renaissance painting.

Based primarily on correspondence and other archival documents recently discovered at the Walters Art
Museum and the Villa I Tatti in Florence, the intriguing story of Walters and Berenson offers unusual insight
into the pleasures and perils of collecting Italian Renaissance paintings, the ethics in the marketplace, and the
founding of American art museums.
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From reader reviews:

Connie Griffin:

Throughout other case, little people like to read book Henry Walters and Bernard Berenson: Collector and
Connoisseur. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Providing we know about how is
important the book Henry Walters and Bernard Berenson: Collector and Connoisseur. You can add
knowledge and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book
you can understand everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will end up known.
About simple matter until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can open a book or
maybe searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel bored to go to the
library. Let's examine.

Virginia Combs:

Book is definitely written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can recognize everything you want by
a guide. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important thing to bring us around the
world. Alongside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A e-book Henry Walters and Bernard
Berenson: Collector and Connoisseur will make you to be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you
can know about anything. But some of you think that open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It's
not make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or suited book with
you?

Judith Ellis:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family members
or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or even playing
video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read a book.
It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent 24 hours a day to
reading a e-book. The book Henry Walters and Bernard Berenson: Collector and Connoisseur it is quite good
to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book.
In case you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore very
easily to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book offers high
quality.

Vivian Regan:

You can get this Henry Walters and Bernard Berenson: Collector and Connoisseur by visit the bookstore or
Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for ones knowledge.
Kinds of this guide are various. Not only simply by written or printed but can you enjoy this book by simply
e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what their
problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to



arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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