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At a time when the French monarchy traced its origins back to ancient Troy, Homeric epic was fated to play
a significant political role. Homer came to Renaissance France packaged with an ancient interpretive
tradition that made him an authority on all matters but also distinctly separate from Virgil and the Aeneid,
rival Italy's foundational myth. Thus, once French humanists learned to read Homer in Greek, they quickly
began putting him in the service of their king in order to teach him prudence and amplify his authority.
Homer and the Politics of Authority in Renaissance France provides a stimulating perspective on how
Homeric authority went from being used by humanists in the role of royal counselors to being exploited by
both monarchical and anti-monarchical forces in the service of ideologies, most especially in the Wars of
Religion (1562-1598). In turn, French writers of the period transitioned from being monarchical advisors to
stirring crowds as actors on the larger political stage. In this study, Marc Bizer not only analyzes a number of
works by key authors and humanists-including Michel de Montaigne, Joachim du Bellay, Guillaume Budé,
and Jean Dorat, among others- but also examines their poetry, art, pamphlets, and plays. Although there have
been several studies of the Homeric legacy in western literature and even in early modern French literature,
none has analyzed the political role that Homer played in sixteenth-century France for this circle of
important writers. The captivating results of this approach to the post-classical usage of Homer will appeal
not only to historians and literary scholars, but also to political scientists, classicists, and art historians.
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From reader reviews:

David Munsch:

The book Homer and the Politics of Authority in Renaissance France (Classical Presences) can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave
a very important thing like a book Homer and the Politics of Authority in Renaissance France (Classical
Presences)? A number of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim which book can give many
facts for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or info that
you take for that, you can give for each other; you may share all of these. Book Homer and the Politics of
Authority in Renaissance France (Classical Presences) has simple shape but you know: it has great and big
function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by open and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Helen Green:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, going to beach,
or picnic from the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to
something different to fill your free time/ holiday? May be reading a book could be option to fill your cost-
free time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want
to try look for book, may be the guide untitled Homer and the Politics of Authority in Renaissance France
(Classical Presences) can be excellent book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Michael Burr:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book compared
to can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this time you only find e-book that need more time
to be read. Homer and the Politics of Authority in Renaissance France (Classical Presences) can be your
answer because it can be read by a person who have those short extra time problems.

Cindy Coleman:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many concern for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes looking at,
not only science book but in addition novel and Homer and the Politics of Authority in Renaissance France
(Classical Presences) or even others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the good a
book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or students especially.
Those guides are helping them to put their knowledge. In various other case, beside science reserve, any
other book likes Homer and the Politics of Authority in Renaissance France (Classical Presences) to make
your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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