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François Hartog explores crucial moments of change in society's "regimes of historicity," or its ways of
relating to the past, present, and future. Inspired by Hannah Arendt, Reinhart Koselleck, and Paul Ricoeur,
Hartog analyzes a broad range of texts, positioning The Odyssey as a work on the threshold of historical
consciousness and contrasting it with an investigation of the anthropologist Marshall Sahlins's concept of
"heroic history." He tracks changing perspectives on time in Chateaubriand's Historical Essay and Travels in
America and sets them alongside other writings from the French Revolution. He revisits the insights of the
French Annales School and situates Pierre Nora's Realms of Memory within a history of heritage and today's
presentism, from which he addresses Jonas's notion of our responsibility for the future.

Our presentist present is by no means uniform or clear-cut, and it is experienced very differently depending
on the position we occupy in society. We are caught up in global movement and accelerated flows, or else
condemned to the life of casual workers, living from hand to mouth in a stagnant present, with no recognized
past, and no real future either (since the temporality of plans and projects is inaccessible). The present is
therefore experienced as emancipation or enclosure, and the perspective of the future is no longer reassuring,
since it is perceived not as a promise, but as a threat. Hartog's resonant readings show us how the motor of
history(-writing) has stalled and help us understand the contradictory qualities of our contemporary presentist
relation to time.
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From reader reviews:

David Simpson:

The book Regimes of Historicity: Presentism and Experiences of Time (European Perspectives: A Series in
Social Thought and Cultural Criticism) has a lot associated with on it. So when you make sure to read this
book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was published by the very famous author. The author makes
some research previous to write this book. This book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after
perusing this book.

Phillip Darrah:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, quick story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not attempting Regimes of Historicity:
Presentism and Experiences of Time (European Perspectives: A Series in Social Thought and Cultural
Criticism) that give your fun preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading routine all
over the world can be said as the method for people to know world a great deal better then how they react
toward the world. It can't be said constantly that reading habit only for the geeky individual but for all of you
who wants to end up being success person. So , for every you who want to start studying as your good habit,
you are able to pick Regimes of Historicity: Presentism and Experiences of Time (European Perspectives: A
Series in Social Thought and Cultural Criticism) become your personal starter.

Robert Wilkes:

Beside this specific Regimes of Historicity: Presentism and Experiences of Time (European Perspectives: A
Series in Social Thought and Cultural Criticism) in your phone, it may give you a way to get more close to
the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh through
the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow village. It is good thing to
have Regimes of Historicity: Presentism and Experiences of Time (European Perspectives: A Series in
Social Thought and Cultural Criticism) because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do
you at times have book but you rarely get what it's about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this in the
hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Use you still
want to miss it? Find this book as well as read it from now!

Willie Bergeron:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is composed or printed or created from each source this filled update of news. In this modern era
like currently, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social similar to
newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just seeking the
Regimes of Historicity: Presentism and Experiences of Time (European Perspectives: A Series in Social



Thought and Cultural Criticism) when you necessary it?
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