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These 24 lectures are a vibrant introduction to the primary characters and most important stories of classical
Greek and Roman mythology. Among those you'll investigate are the accounts of the creation of the world in
Hesiod's Theogony and Ovid's Metamorphoses ; the gods Zeus, Apollo, Demeter, Persephone, Hermes,
Dionysos, and Aphrodite; the Greek heroes, Theseus and Heracles (Hercules in the Roman version); and the
most famous of all classical myths, the Trojan War. Professor Vandiver anchors her presentation in some
basics. What is a myth? Which societies use myths? What are some of the problems inherent in studying
classical mythology? She also discusses the most influential 19th- and 20th-century thinking about myth's
nature and function, including the psychological theories of Freud and Jung and the metaphysical approach
of Joseph Campbell. You'll also consider the relationship between mythology and culture (such as the
implications of the myth of Demeter, Persephone, and Hades for the Greek view of life, death, and
marriage), the origins of classical mythology (including the similarities between the Theogony and
Mesopotamian creation myths), and the dangers of probing for distant origins (for example, there's little
evidence that a prehistoric "mother goddess" lies at the heart of mythology). Taking you from the surprising
"truths" about the Minotaur to Ovid's impact on the works of William Shakespeare, these lectures make
classical mythology fresh, absorbing, and often surprising.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Deleon:

This book untitled The Great Courses: Classical Mythology to be one of several books that will best seller in
this year, here is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily
to buy this kind of book in the book retail store or you can order it by means of online. The publisher in this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, since you can read this book in your
Mobile phone. So there is no reason for you to past this guide from your list.

Anita Winn:

The e-book with title The Great Courses: Classical Mythology posesses a lot of information that you can
study it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. That book exist new information the information
that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to
understand how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you with new era of the
syndication. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Sharon Keller:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its include
may doesn't work this is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as
in the outside seem likes. Maybe you answer might be The Great Courses: Classical Mythology why because
the wonderful cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or
content is definitely fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick
up this book.

Gail Blakely:

You may get this The Great Courses: Classical Mythology by browse the bookstore or Mall. Just simply
viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of
this e-book are various. Not only by written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book by means of
e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what their
problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to
arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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