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From the Preface.

It isthe general custom when anything new is brought before the public in the shape of a book, to preface it
with afew remarks explanatory of the origin and design of the work; sometimes an apology is offered, and
often an humble petition for leniency. The author of the present little work does not wish to be altogether out
of fashion, and therefore, more as an explanation than anything else, offers the following remarks to those
who may wish to read them. Apology he makes none; his attempt is justified in the motive. His design was to
save from destruction one of those vast monuments of antiquity which ligature has scattered so plentifully
over the American continent, and which Sir Walter Scott, according to Washington Irving, declared were far
superior to anything that art has or can produce. | speak of the gigantic trees that abound in the American
forest. And asthefirst part of thiswork, that is, the petition of the Hemlock Tree, was published previous to
that of Abbotsford, it was a gratification to find that two such as have just been mentioned, should, at least in
this particular, agree in the same sentiment with himself.

The Tree which is the subject of the forepart of thiswork, and, indeed, the cause of the whole production, is
at present growing at Garrattsville, a small village, beautifully located in one of the finest of those rich
valleys that abound in the State of New Y ork, in the town of New Lisbon, and the county of Otsego, about
fifteen or sixteen miles from Cooperstown, a place rendered classical by the tales of the Deerdayer and

L eather-stocking.

The writer once lived at the Villanamed above, and frequently resorted to the foot of the Hemlock Tree
when he wished to enjoy the luxury of a book without interruption. Itsimmense size and beauty commanded
his admiration; its vast age, his veneration. He used to fancy that his thoughts, when under that tree, flowed
more freely and more sweetly than anywhere else. Doubtless thiswas all fancy, but it is 'nevertheless a fact,
and it will account for the affectionate regard that he had for it.

It was with astonishment and regret that, on visiting this favorite haunt, after an absence of two or three
weeks, he beheld almost al the trees in the immediate neighborhood felled by the ruthless axe, and an
envious cut into the Old Hemlock himself, showing the design to be to sweep off everything in the shape of a
tree from the place, without regard to beauty, size, or antiquity. After beholding the desolation for some time,
he returned home, and ascertaining there that the land had changed owners, and that the present owner was
Mr. Berthier Whitford, a gentleman to the Author well known, and one who, though an industrious and
thriving farmer, could yet find time and take delight in a good book, it occurred to the Author that, if he
could only see him before the tree was cut down, it would be no hard matter to induce him to spareit. Taking
alittle refreshment, he resolved to visit him forthwith; but, previously remembering that old song,
""Woodman, spare that tree," the idea that Mr. Whitford was the very man to appreciate afew versesin
behalf of the Old Hemlock, and having sometimes before dabbled in rhymes, he at once set about the
composition of that which is now given to the public. When he sat down to histask he had no intention of
writing more than five or six stanzas, but having begun, and finding the matter opening before himin a
manner that surprised aswell as gratified him, it occurred that it would not be difficult to make the Old Tree
the medium of anumber of Indian legends, which is hinted at in the petition of the Hemlock Tree....
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From reader reviews:
Heather Roberts:

The book The Hemlock Tree and Its Legends can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the good thing like a book The Hemlock
Tree and Its Legends? A number of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim that book
can give many details for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or
datathat you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you are able to share al of these. Book The
Hemlock Tree and Its Legends has simple shape however, you know: it has great and large function for you.
Y ou can appearance the enormous world by start and read aguide. So it is very wonderful.

David Kane:

This The Hemlock Tree and Its Legends tend to be reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful
person, why. The reason of this The Hemlock Tree and Its Legends can be one of the great books you must
have is giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed you with information that probably will
shock your earlier knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever
your conditions throughout the e-book and printed types. Beside that this The Hemlock Tree and Its Legends
giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that
we understand it useful in your day exercise. So, let's have it appreciate reading.

Kevin Hamby:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, quick story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not attempting The Hemlock Tree and Its
Legends that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading
addiction all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world much better then how they
react towards the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading habit only for the geeky particular person
but for al of you who wants to always be success person. So , for al of you who want to start reading
through as your good habit, you are able to pick The Hemlock Tree and Its L egends become your own
personal starter.

Blanche Jackson:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs from the others. Y ou can get it by online on social media. You can
choose the best book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is called of book
The Hemlock Tree and Its Legends. Contain your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it may
add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about
book. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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