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The two years covered in the fifth volume of The Papers of George Catlett Marshall were among the most
momentous in the life of Army Chief of Staff George C. Marshall?and in the course of the twentieth century.
A year of transitions for Marshall, 1945 witnessed the final assault on Nazi Germany and the use of atomic
weapons against Japan. Allied forces under the command of Marshall's protege, Dwight D. Eisenhower, had
contained Hitler's Ardennes offensive at the beginning of the year and launched the final drive to smash the
German regime.

The war against Japan seemed far from over, however, and Marshall was deeply involved in planning for the
massive and difficult redeployment of troops and materials from Europe to the Pacific. The debate with the
U.S. Navy over supreme command of the invasion of Japan continued through the first six months of the
year until Marshall secured Douglas A. MacArthur's appointment. In May and June, the chief of staff was
involved in the decision to use the new atom bomb.

Military-related political problems continued to consume much of Marshall's time as the Second World War
drew to a close, although he was only peripherally involved in the Big Three conferences at Yalta and
Potsdam. Instead, demobilization and readying U.S. Army ground and air forces for the postwar era were
Marshall's chief concerns. He pressed for a unified military department against navy opposition and also
lobbied incessantly for universal military training for all physically fit eighteen-year-old males as the key
element in the nation's military readiness and deterrent value.

After the fighting ceased, Marshall expected to retire, having served on active duty since 1902, but President
Truman kept him in office until late November 1945. The day after his retirement, the president asked him to
go to China to mediate in that country's increasingly violent civil war. Despite his initial success in
negotiating a cease-fire between the Nationalists and Communists, irreconcilable differences soon led to
renewed fighting. Marshall's continued hopes for achieving a political compromise, along with knowledge
that his mission was the only hope for avoiding a disaster in China, kept him in the country until early 1947.
He returned to the United States only when the president announced that General Marshall would join his
cabinet as secretary of state.

From The Papers of George Catlett Marshall

"The one great element in continuing the success of an offensive is maintaining the momentum. This was
lost last fall when shortages caused by the limitation of port facilities made it impossible for us to get
sufficient supplies to the armies to continue their sweep into Germany when they approached the German
border. Once additional ports had been captured and reopened there was a shortage of rail and transportation
facilities with which to get supplies forward. Now the port facilities and the interior supply lines are
adequate. Subject to the worldwide shortage of both cargo and personnel shipping, there is no foreseeable
shortage which will be imposed by physical events in the field."?Speech to the Overseas Press Club, March
1, 1945

"Today we celebrate a great victory, a day of solemn thanksgiving. My admiration and gratitude go first to



those who have fallen, and to the men of the American armies of the air and ground whose complete
devotion to duty and indomitable courage have overcome the enemy and every conceivable obstacle in
achieving this historic victory."?Marshall V-E Day Radio Address, May 8, 1945

"Just a few months ago the world was completely convinced of the strength and courage of the United States.
Now they see us falling back into our familiar peacetime habits. They witness the tremendous enthusiasm
with which we mount demobilization and reconversion, but they see as yet no concrete evidence that we are
determined to hold what we have won?permanently. Are we already at this early date inviting that same
international disrespect that prevailed before this war? Are we throwing away today what a million
Americans died or were mutilated to achieve? Are we already shirking the responsibility of the
victory?"?Speech to the New York Herald Tribune Forum, October 29, 1945
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From reader reviews:

Gerald Toups:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can easily
share their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their reader with
their story as well as their experience. Not only the story that share in the textbooks. But also they write
about the information about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to
improve their skill in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write on their book. One of them is
this The Papers of George Catlett Marshall: "The Finest Soldier," January 1, 1945-January 7, 1947 (Volume
5).

John Householder:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book mainly book
entitled The Papers of George Catlett Marshall: "The Finest Soldier," January 1, 1945-January 7, 1947
(Volume 5) your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe
unfamiliar for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a guide then become
one contact form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get prior to. The The Papers of George
Catlett Marshall: "The Finest Soldier," January 1, 1945-January 7, 1947 (Volume 5) giving you a different
experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful details for your better life with this
era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will likely be
pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Angela Yoder:

A lot of book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by online on social media. You can
choose the very best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is
named of book The Papers of George Catlett Marshall: "The Finest Soldier," January 1, 1945-January 7,
1947 (Volume 5). Contain your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it could possibly add
your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about
publication. It can bring you from one spot to other place.

Oscar Jackson:

Book is one of source of expertise. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but additionally
native or citizen need book to know the update information of year for you to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world.
By the book The Papers of George Catlett Marshall: "The Finest Soldier," January 1, 1945-January 7, 1947



(Volume 5) we can get more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? Being creative person must want to
read a book. Just simply choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your
life at this book The Papers of George Catlett Marshall: "The Finest Soldier," January 1, 1945-January 7,
1947 (Volume 5). You can more inviting than now.
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