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This is a true story of war, the story of one man’s transformation as he retraces the mine-strewn roads of a
land itself transformed by mankind’s most shockingly inhuman practice. It is the firsthand account of a
member of one of the United States Army’s three-man Tactical Psychological Operations Teams, groups of
men tasked with winning the hearts and minds of Iraq’s civilian population through leaflets, loudspeakers,
conversation, and bribery. Transcribed from and inspired by the author’s personal wartime journal, it is a
story of introspection. It relates how the feelings of eagerness and uncertainty in a young man unfamiliar
with war were replaced with the dread knowledge that, buried within his soul, beneath a facade of goodwill
and morality, lurked the capacity to kill his fellow men.

There are scenes of battle retold within the pages of Hearts and Mines. There are descriptions of the feelings
of seeing once-familiar human bodies destroyed beyond recognition. Some days are described as being full
of hope and appreciation for the beauty of the world, others with despair for the omnipresent cruelty and
destruction which has a habit of consuming men when they feel unaccountable for their actions. It captures
the sensory experience of living in a singular environment full of strange plants and animals, friends true and
false, and determined enemies, encapsulating the existential fear of mortar and rocket attacks, and the ever-
present threat of IEDs, as well as the ridiculousness of military bureaucracy, such as was demonstrated by a
sergeant major’s decision to punish graffiti artists by removing the doors of all the camp’s toilets.

In late 2001 Russell Snyder joined the United States Army as a psychological operations specialist. As a
member of the 9th PSYOP Battalion, the army’s only active-duty, tactical psychological operations unit he
deployed to Iraq, the experience that inspired him to write Hearts and Mines. Subsequently he was deployed
twice more to Iraq. He is a recipient of various military awards including the Bronze Star medal. Now a
civilian, he lives in Raleigh, North Carolina.
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From reader reviews:

Kina Chatman:

Book is written, printed, or created for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a reserve.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Next to that
you can your reading talent was fluently. A guide Hearts and Mines: With the Marines in al Anbar_A Story
of Psychological Warfare in Iraq will make you to always be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if
you can know about everything. But some of you think in which open or reading a book make you bored. It
is not necessarily make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or
appropriate book with you?

Timothy Payne:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its protect may doesn't work
this is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside seem likes.
Maybe you answer may be Hearts and Mines: With the Marines in al Anbar_A Story of Psychological
Warfare in Iraq why because the excellent cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not
disappoint a person. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth
sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Marylou Standley:

Reading a book to get new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to learn a book. When you
study a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, simply because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend
on what forms of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your study, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these kinds
of us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The Hearts and Mines: With the Marines in al Anbar_A Story of
Psychological Warfare in Iraq provide you with a new experience in looking at a book.

Cora Blanchette:

Beside this specific Hearts and Mines: With the Marines in al Anbar_A Story of Psychological Warfare in
Iraq in your phone, it could give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or information. The
information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh in the oven so don't become worry if you feel like
an outdated people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Hearts and Mines: With the Marines in al
Anbar_A Story of Psychological Warfare in Iraq because this book offers to you readable information. Do
you oftentimes have book but you rarely get what it's about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this
in the hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island.
Techniques you still want to miss the item? Find this book and also read it from right now!
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