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What is mathematics about? Does the subject-matter of mathematics exist independently of the mind or are
they mental constructions? How do we know mathematics? Is mathematical knowledge logical knowledge?
And how is mathematics applied to the material world? In this introduction to the philosophy of
mathematics, Michele Friend examines these and other ontological and epistemological problems raised by
the content and practice of mathematics. Aimed at a readership with limited proficiency in mathematics but
with some experience of formal logic it seeks to strike a balance between conceptual accessibility and correct
representation of the issues. Friend examines the standard theories of mathematics - Platonism, realism,
logicism, formalism, constructivism and structuralism - as well as some less standard theories such as
psychologism, fictionalism and Meinongian philosophy of mathematics. In each case Friend explains what
characterises the position and where the divisions between them lie, including some of the arguments in
favour and against each. This book also explores particular questions that occupy present-day philosophers
and mathematicians such as the problem of infinity, mathematical intuition and the relationship, if any,
between the philosophy of mathematics and the practice of mathematics. Taking in the canonical ideas of
Aristotle, Kant, Frege and Whitehead and Russell as well as the challenging and innovative work of recent
philosophers like Benacerraf, Hellman, Maddy and Shapiro, Friend provides a balanced and accessible
introduction suitable for upper-level undergraduate courses and the non-specialist.
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From reader reviews:

Wilbert Westerfield:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave,
like looking for your favorite guide and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your short lived
problem; you can add your knowledge by the publication entitled Introducing Philosophy of Mathematics.
Try to make the book Introducing Philosophy of Mathematics as your pal. It means that it can to get your
friend when you sense alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is
very fortuned for you. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know every little thing
by the book. So , let's make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Janna Lefevre:

Many people spending their time by playing outside using friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It okay you
can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Introducing Philosophy
of Mathematics which is having the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's find.

Anne Shivers:

You will get this Introducing Philosophy of Mathematics by check out the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or
reviewing it might to be your solve issue if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are
various. Not only simply by written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the
modern era just like now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what their problem.
Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to
arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.

Vincent Humphreys:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information originating from a book. Book is written or printed or outlined from each source in which filled
update of news. With this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you.
From media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book,
novel and comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open
your book? Or just looking for the Introducing Philosophy of Mathematics when you desired it?
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