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The moment when Abraham's hand holds the knife over his bound son remains one of the most horrifying
and difficult moments in the Bible. In THE BONDING OF ISAAC: Stories and Essays About Gender and
Jewish Spirituality, Grishaver uses the Midrashic tradition, a Rabbinic mode of Biblical interpretation, to
weave a new story-the title story-around the Biblical text. Chapter 22 of Genesis suddenly becomes the story
of a lonely, half-crazed father, attempting to initiate his son into manhood.

What starts with Abraham, the father, thinking 'The boy must die so that the man can be born;' ends with
God, speaking in Terah's (Abraham's father) voice, saying, 'Jewish fathers must never kill their sons, not in
reality, not in ritual, not even with words, not even with silence. They must give them life.' Through this title
story, the Bible confronts Robert Bly, and the meaning of becoming a man is reconsidered on Jewish terms.

THE BONDING OF ISAAC is not only a Jewish men's book, nor is it a simple Jewish rewrite of the extant
pop works on gender, either. In his newly published book, Joel Lurie Grishaver reaches beyond the same ol'
women-are-all-heart-and-men-are-all-head theories to give us a refreshingly open and personal male
perspective on how all of Torah-and therefore all the world-is based on the male and female aspects found
within God, and therefore found within each of us, too. Grishaver takes the similarities and differences found
between the genders and takes them through psychology, into theology, and then into the soul.

THE BONDING OF ISAAC also speaks to and about women. Grishaver reexamines such timeless pieces of
writing as Eishet Hayil, the 'Woman of Valor' poem found in Proverbs that is traditionally recited by husband
to wife upon ushering in the Sabbath. Many feminists now view this poem as an expression of male
domination/female subjugation, but Grishaver finds it instead to be a man admiring his wife for being a
'valiant soldier' and the expression of her strength and independence. In another chapter entitled 'The Mamas
and the Papas: Beyond a Politically Correct Gender-Balanced Liturgy,' Grishaver breaks down the Amidah,
the central prayer of Judaism, in terms of its gender dualities, and explains how and why the matriarchs,
Sarah, Rebecca, Leah and Rachel, not only should be included, but how the tears of our mother Hannah are
already at the core of this chain of prayers.

Although Grishaver investigates all the 'tough' issues, including brit milah (circumcision), belief in God,
spiritual loneliness, aging, and death, he does so in such an engaging and provocative way as to make THE
BONDING OF ISAAC: Stories and Essays About Gender and Jewish Spirituality anything but a tough read.
This collection offers gender/spiritual insight into both men and women, and will be eagerly read by all, as
much to learn about one's own gender as the other. It also offers a chance to learn a lot of Torah, Talmud,
and Midrash during the journey.

Torah Aura Productions publishes books for Jewish schools and families that help celebrate our heritage and
our faith.

We have over 25 years of experience as the leading creator of high quality educational materials that enable
Jewish children to become empowered Jewish adults.

Our books guide and enhance the Jewish knowledge, spirituality and identity of children and their families,
and our innovative tools bring Judaism alive in synagogues, Hebrew schools, and day schools.



Torah Aura Productions was founded in 1981 by a group of innovative Jewish educators who looked out at
the field of Jewish education and found materials that were shallow and dull. They started a company to
create new tools for families and teachers that would be exciting and meaningful. For more than two
decades, Torah Aura has revolutionized the way Jewish schools enable their students to become empowere
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From reader reviews:

Irene Wang:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing
for us to learn everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they get because their hobby is reading a book. Why not the person who don't like reading
a book? Sometime, individual feel need book after they found difficult problem or exercise. Well, probably
you will want this The Bonding of Isaac: Stories and Essays About Gender and Jewish Spirituality.

Erica Futch:

This book untitled The Bonding of Isaac: Stories and Essays About Gender and Jewish Spirituality to be one
of several books that will best seller in this year, that's because when you read this reserve you can get a lot
of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book shop or you can order it via online.
The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, because you can read
this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason for you to past this publication from your list.

George Conner:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you will get it
in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This kind of The Bonding of Isaac: Stories and Essays About
Gender and Jewish Spirituality can give you a lot of pals because by you considering this one book you have
matter that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This particular book can be
one of one step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that possibly your friend
doesn't learn, by knowing more than additional make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let me have
The Bonding of Isaac: Stories and Essays About Gender and Jewish Spirituality.

Annie Fowler:

You may get this The Bonding of Isaac: Stories and Essays About Gender and Jewish Spirituality by visit the
bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve problem if you get difficulties to your
knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by means of written or printed but also can you
enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking of your mobile phone and
searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your e-book.
It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose
appropriate ways for you.
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