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Possibly the most influential figure in the history of American letters, William Dean Howells (1837-1920)
was, among other things, a leading novelist in the realist tradition, a formative influence on many of
America's finest writers, and an outspoken opponent of social injustice. This biography, the first
comprehensive work on Howells in fifty years, enters the consciousness of the man and his times, revealing a
complicated and painfully honest figure who came of age in an era of political corruption, industrial greed,
and American imperialism. Written with verve and originality in a highly absorbing style, it brings alive for a
new generation a literary and cultural pioneer who played a key role in creating the American artistic ethos.

William Dean Howells traces the writer's life from his boyhood in Ohio before the Civil War, to his
consularship in Italy under President Lincoln, to his rise as editor of Atlantic Monthly. It looks at his writing,
which included novels, poems, plays, children's books, and criticism. Howells had many powerful
friendships among the literati of his day; and here we find an especially rich examination of the relationship
between Howells and Mark Twain. Howells was, as Twain called him, "the boss" of literary critics—his
support almost single-handedly made the careers of many writers, including African Americans like Paul
Dunbar and women like Sarah Orne Jewett. Showcasing many noteworthy personalities—Henry James,
Edmund Gosse, H. G. Wells, Stephen Crane, Emily Dickinson, and many others—William Dean Howells
portrays a man who stood at the center of American literature through the late nineteenth and early twentieth
centuries.
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From reader reviews:

Helen McCormick:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information presently can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
while those information which is in the former life are challenging to be find than now is taking seriously
which one works to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource
then you get it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will
not happen with you if you take William Dean Howells: A Writer's Life as the daily resource information.

Clifford Hudgins:

Typically the book William Dean Howells: A Writer's Life will bring someone to the new experience of
reading some sort of book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new
book to see, this book very ideal to you. The book William Dean Howells: A Writer's Life is much
recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can more
easily to read the book.

Victor Brown:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled William Dean Howells: A Writer's Life your head will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in most aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging each and
every word written in a guide then become one application form conclusion and explanation which maybe
you never get ahead of. The William Dean Howells: A Writer's Life giving you an additional experience
more than blown away your head but also giving you useful data for your better life in this era. So now let us
show you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished
looking at it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Samantha Graham:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book but additionally novel and William Dean Howells: A Writer's Life or
others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel wish to
read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those books are
helping them to include their knowledge. In other case, beside science guide, any other book likes William
Dean Howells: A Writer's Life to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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